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New Names for Economic Enterprises 
BK0204 144089 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 31 Mar 89 


(“Proclamation No. 2/89 of the Government of the 
Union of Burma regarding changes to the names of state 
economic enterprises—issued on 31 March 1989, the 
10th day of the waning moon of Tabaung, | 350 Burmese 
era”’] 

[Text] In accordance with the agreement of the State Law 
and Order Restoration Council, state economic enter- 
prises under different ministries shall, with effect from | 
April 1989, be known under their new names according 
to the accompanying Appendix. 

By the authority vested in me. 


Signed: Maung Ko, secretary, Government of the Union 
of Burma. 


Appendix 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forests: 


1. Agriculture Corporation as Myanma [Burmese] Agri- 
cultural Service 


2. Timber Corporation as Myanma Timber Enterprise 


3. Fisheries Corporation as Myanma Fisheries Enter- 
prise 

4. Livestock Breeding Corporation as Livestock, Food- 
stuff, and Milk Products Enterprise 


Ministry of Mines: 

1. No. | Mining Corporation as No. | Mining Enterprise 
2. No. 2 Mining Corporation as No. 2 Mining Enterprise 
3. No. 3 Mining Corporation as No. 3 Mining Enterprise 


4. Myanma Gems Corporation as Myanma Gems Enter- 
prise 

5. Myanma Pearl Corporation as Myanma Pearl Enter- 
prise 

6. Salt Industries Corporation as Myanma Salt and 
Marine Chemical Enterprise 


Ministry of Industry-!: 


1. Textile Industries Corporation as Myanma Textile 
Industries 


2. Foodstuff Industry Corporation as Myanma Foodstuff 
Industries 


BURMA 1 


3. Pharmaceutical Industries Corporation as Myanma 
Pharmaceutical Industries 


4. Metal Industry Corporation as Myanma Metal Indus- 
tries 


5. Ceramic Industry Corporation as Myanma Ceramics 
Industries 


6. General Industries Corporation as Myanma General 
Industries 


7. Jute Industries Corporation as Myanma Jute Corpo- 
ration 


8. Paper and Chemical Industry Corporation as Myanma 
Paper and Chemical Industry 


Ministry of Industry-2: 
1. Technical Services Corporation as Technical Services 


2. Heavy Industries Corporation as Myanma Heavy 
Industry 


Ministry of Energy: 


1. Electric Power Corporation as Myanma Electric 
Power Enterprise 


2. Myanma Oil Corporation as Myanma Oil and Gas 
Enterprise 


3. Petrochemical Industries as Myanma Petrochemical 
Enterprise 


4. Petroleum Products Supply Corporation as Myanma 
Petroleum Products Enterprise 


Ministry of Construction: 

1. Construction Corporation as Public Works 
Ministry of Transport and Communications 

1. Road Transport Corporation as Road Transport 


2. Inland Water Transport Corporation as Inland Water 
Transport 


3. Burma Airways Corporation as Myanma Airways 

4. Burma Railways Corporation as Myanma Railways 
5. Burma Port Corporation as Myanma Port Authority 
6. Burma Dockyard Corporation as Myanma Shipyards 


7. Burma Five-Star Shipping Corporation as Myanma 
Five-Star Line 
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8. Post and Telecommunications Corporation as 
Myanma Post and Telecommunications 


Ministry of Information: 


1. Printing and Publishing Corporation as Printing and 
Publishing Enterprise 


2. News and Periodicals Corporation as News and Peri- 
odicals Enterprise 


3. Motion Picture Corporation as Motion Picture Enter- 
prise 
Ministry of Trade: 


1. Agricultural and Farm Produce Trade Corporation as 
Myanma Agricultural Produce Trading 


2. Foodstuff and General Mercantile Trade Corporation 
as General Mercantile Trading 


3. Restaurant and Beverage Trade Corporation as Res- 
taurant and Beverage Enterprise 


4. Department Stores Corporation as Myanma Depart- 
ment Stores 


5. Paper, Stationery, Printed Matter, and Photographic 
Stores Trade Corporation as Stationery, Printed Matter, 
and Photographic Stores Trading 


6. Medicines and Chemicals Medical Stores Trade Cor- 
poration as Medicines and Medical Equipment Trading 


7. Vehicle and Machinery Stores and Trade Corporation 
as Vehicle, Machinery, and Equipment Trading 


8. Construction and Electrical Stores Trade Corporation 
as Construction and Electrical Stores Trading 


9. Hotel and Tourist Corporation as Myanma Hotels and 
Tourism Services 


10. Inspection and Agency Corporation as Inspection 
and Agency Services 


11. Myanma Export-Import Corporation as Myanma 
Export and Import Services 


BURMA 


Ministry of Planning and Finance: 

1. Union of Burma Bank to retain name 

2. Myanma Economic Bank to retain name 

3. Myanma Foreign Trade Bank to retain name 
4. Myanma Agricultural Bank to retain name 


5. Myanma Insurance Corporation as Myanma Insur- 
ance 


Rebel ‘Sapper’ Caught With Demolition 


BK 1204023689 Rangoon Domestic Service in Burmese 
1330 GMT 11 Apr 89 


[Text] As a result of onslaughts by the Defense Forces, 
the KNU [Karen National Union] insurgents have lost 
one major base camp after another, and in order to find 
a way out of their perilous situation, they have been 
disrupting peace and tranquillity, attacking with rocket 
launchers, robbing and murdering commuters, and send- 
ing sapper units on sabotage missions. 


Accordingly, on 9 April a KNU sapper who was sent to 
blow up rice mills was arrested together with demolition 
equipment by security personnel. 


The KNU sapper—Than Win, alias Soe Hlaing, 21, son 
of U Pe San, of Kayinzu in Taungzun village—was 
disguised as a sugarcane farmer, carrying a bundle of 
sugarcane acrss his shoulder and a sack when security 
personnel stopped and searched him while he was pass- 
ing the primary school in Hnin Pale village, Bilin Town- 
ship, at 1800 on 9 April. He was arrested after security 
personnel found in the sack equipment used in setting off 
explosions—two dry batteries in a plastic container 
connected to red and black wires, two sets of electrical 
detonators connected to about 5 and ‘2 feet of wire, 2 
and ‘2 feet of slow-burning white fuse, 3 feet of quick 
burning red fuse, and one electric bulb. 


Than Win, alias Soe Hlaing, had reported at the KNU's 
Manerplaw camp in February, joined the KNU, and 
attended a 5-day demolition course. A KNU official of 
major rank had sent him on a mission to blow up three 
rice mills in Taungzun village. He was arrested before he 
could carry out his mission. 


Legal action has been taken against the sapper, Than 
Win, alias Soe Hlaing. 
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COALITION GOVERNMENT OF 
DEMOCRATIC KAMPUCHEA 


VONADK Sums Up March Battle Results 
BK0504021289 (Clandestine) Voice of the National 
Army of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 
2315 GMT 4 Apr 89 


{“Roundup of Results of Attacks To Destroy the Fight- 
ing Forces and Repeatedly Scatter and Dismantle the 
Village and Commune Administrative Networks of the 
Vietnamese Enemy Throughout the Country in March 
1989") 


[Text] |. Leach battlefield: 30 Vietnamese soldiers killed 
and 24 others wounded for a total of 54 casualties; 2 
village administrative networks scattered or dismantled; 
and 2 village administrators freed. 


2. Koh Kong Kraom battlefield: 3 killed and 3 wounded 
for a total of 6 casualties; and | 2 village and a commune 
administrative networks scattered or dismantled. 


3. Pailin battlefield: 177 killed and 165 wounded for a 
total of 342 casualties. 


4. Battlefields around Battambang Town: | 36 killed and 
144 wounded for a total of 280 casualties; 75 village, a 
commune, and a township administrative networks scat- 
tered or dismantled; and 23 village and commune 
administrators and 8 Cambodian soldiers freed. 


5. South Sisophon battlefield: 117 killed and 110 
wounded for a total of 227 casualties and 9 village 
administrative networks scattered or dismantled. 


6. North Sisophon battlefield: 123 killed and 177 
wounded for a total of 300 casualties; 25 village and 2 
commune administrative networks scattered or disman- 
tled; and 9 village and commune administrators and 4 
Cambodian soldiers freed. 


7. Samlot battlefield: 11 killed and 12 wounded for a 
total of 23 casualties. 


8. Siem Reap battlefield: 97 killed and 116 wounded for 
a total of 213 casualties; 6 village and 5 commune 
administrative networks scattered or dismantled; and |3 
village and commune administrators freed. 


9. Kompong Thom battlefield: 86 killed and 10! 
wounded for a total of 187 casualties; 66 village and 2 
commune administrative net orks scattered or disman- 
tled; 107 village and commune administrators and 12 
Cambodian soldiers freed. 


10. Kompong Cham battlefield: 22 killed and 33 
wounded for a total of 55 casualties; 74 village, 6 
commune, and a township administrative networks scat- 
tered or dismantled; 32 village and commune adminis- 
trators and 3 Cambodian soldiers freed. 


CAMBODIA 3 


11. North Phnom Penh battlefield: 14 killed and 18 
wounded for a total of 32 casualties; 40 village adminis- 
trative networks scattered or dismantled; and |! | 3 village 
and commune administrators freed. 


12. Preah Vihear battlefield: 39 killed and 48 wounded 
for a total of 87 casualties; 5 village administrative 
networks scattered or dismantled; and 9 village admin- 
istrators freed. 


13. Ratanakiri battlefield: 8 killed and 8 wounded for a 
total of 16 casualties. 


14. Stung Treng battlefield: 15 killed and 10 wounded 
for a total of 25 casualties and 6 village administrative 
networks scattered or dismantied. 


15. Oddar Meanchey battlefield: 29 killed and 20 
wounded for a total of 49 casualties and 3 village 
administrative networks scattered or dismantied. 


16. Kratie battlefield: 14 killed and 10 wounded for a 
total of 24 casualties; 23 village and a commune admin- 
istrative networks scattered or dismantled; and 7 village 
and commune administrators freed. 


17. East Kompong Cham battlefield: 7 killed and 7 
wounded for a total of 14 casualties; 3 village adminis- 
trative networks scattered or dismantled; and 9 village 
administrators freed. 


18. Kompong Speu battlefield: |2 killed and 14 wounded 
for a total of 26 casualties; 14 village and a commune 
administrative networks scattered or dismantled; and 33 
village and commune administrators freed. 


19. Kompong Chhnang battlefield: 17 killed and 21 
wounded for a total of 38 casualties; 24 village and a 
commune administrative networks scattered or disman- 
tled; and 20 village and commune administrators freed. 


20. Moung-Pursat battlefield: 82 killed and 97 wounded 
for a total of 179 casualties; 32 village, 2 commune, and 
a township administrative networks scattered or disman- 
tled; and 2 village administrators and a Cambodian 
soldier freed. 


21. Southwest Phnom Penh battlefield: 126 killed and 
184 wounded for a total of 310 casualties; 26 village and 
3 commune administrative networks scattered or dis- 
mantied; and 102 village and commune administrators 
freed. 


22. Northwest Phnom Penh battlefield: 27 killed and 40 
wounded for a total of 67 casualties, 75 village adminis- 
trative networks scattered or dismantled; and | 11! village 
administrators and 5 Cambodian soldiers freed. 
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23. Kompong Som battlefield: 30 killed and 38 wounded 
for a total of 68 casualties; 24 village administrative 
networks scattered or dismantled; and 10 village admin- 
istrators and 6 cambodian soldiers freed. 


24. Mondolkin battlefield: 30 killed and 29 wounded for 
a total of 59 casualties; 4 village administrative networks 
scattered or dismantled; and 2 village administrators 
freed. 


25. Kampot battlefield: 65 killed and 73 wounded for a 
total of 138 casualties; 69 village. 3 commune, and a 
township administrative networks scattered or disman- 
tled; and 66 village and commune administrative net- 
works freed. 


In sum, we killed 1.317 Vietmamese soldiers and 
wounded 1|,502 others for a total of 2.819 casualties; 
scattered or dismantled Vietnamese administrative net- 
works in 617 villages, 36 communes, and 4 townr hips; 
and freed 670 village and commune administrators and 
39 Cambodian soldiers. 


PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF KAMPUCHEA 


More on Possible Early Withdrawal by SRV 
BK0404 131389 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1229 GMT 4 Apr 89 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] A stepped-up [VPA] troop 
withdrawal would coincide with increased military 
action by resistance factions fighting Phnom Penh. offi- 
cial sources said. [passage omitted] 


“The opposition is looking for safety zones within the 
country, especially with the prospect of Thailand with- 
drawing the facilities it has provided,” said Om Yen 
Tieng, head of the Cambodian Communist Party news- 
paper, PRACHEACHON. 


“There are a lot of infiltrations into Cambodia by the 
resistance at the moment, especially in northwestern 
Battambang and Siem Reap regions,” neighboring Thai- 
land, Vietnamese Ambassador to Phnom Penh Ngo Dien 
said. [passage omitted] 


According to Cambodian sources, recent attacks by the 
resistance fighters in the Northwest have been repulsed 
by Cambodian troops. 


Mr. Om Yen Tieng said that Phnom Penh troops beat 
Son Sann’s army during battles in Ampil in late February 
and early March and more recently scored a victory 
against Khmer Rouge fighters near Battambang. 


“The Vietnamese are testing the ability of their Cambo- 
dian ally to defend itself,” said a Westerner working for 
a humanitarian organization here. 


CAMBODIA 


“It seems that a new generation of Cambodian officers 
has been trained in recent years in the Soviet Union 
which has strengthened the intermediate ranks of the 
Army,” the Westerner said. [passage omitted] 


“If Sihanouk continues to demand a political and mili- 
tary role for the Khmer Rouge, we will be unable to strike 
an accord with him” at a meeting between Mr. Hun Sen 
and Prince Sihanouk scheduled for May 2 in Jakarta, 
Mr. Om Yen Tieng said. [passage omitted] 


Correspondent Describes Trade Prospects With 
Thailand 


42000111 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
4 Mar 89 p 21 


[Excerpts] While a settlement of the 10-year-old Kar. - 
puchean conflict seems to be in sight, a bright prospect in 
economic and trade cooperation between Thailand and 
Kampuchea also locks promising with steadily increas- 
ing contacts at people-to-people level through two border 
provinces of the t’vo countries. 


People of Koh Kong, a Kampuchean coastal town, and 
Thailand's easter province of Trat have over a decade 
been doing business and border crossings have gone on 
in nonchalant disregard of the absence of diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. 


But that’s not a problem now that the government of 
Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan has embraced a 
policy of turning the Indochinese battlefield into a 


market place. 


Border trade betweca the two provinces has greatly 
boomed following the private visit of Premier Hun Sen 
of the People’s Republic of Kampuchea to Bangkok last 
month at the invitation of Chatichai. More transactions 
could be expected if Thailand officially opens a check- 
point at Khlong Yai district in Trat to accommodate the 
increasing trade. The checkpoint will also permit the 
import of logs from Kampuchea. 


Formerly, most of the transactions carried out between 
Koh Kong, the only Kampuchean town which has had 
regular business contacts with Thailand after that coun- 
try was released from the clutches of the Khmer Rouge. 
and Khiong Yai were illegal. 


But within the past month bilateral trade has increased 
drastically after the two premiers agreed to an open 
policy for trade and economic cooperation between the 
two countries. 


Currently, speedy long-tailed boats transporting con- 
sumer goods to Kampuchea, and forest products and 
gems to Thailand as well as goods from Singaporean 
ships travel over 100 times daily compared with only 
40-50 times a day previously, according to a high- 
ranking security authority in Koh Kong. 
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Koh Kong Governor Rung Phromkaesorn told THE 
NATION that Phnom Penh ts considering setting up a 
joint committee on Thai-Kampuchean economic coop- 
eration to boost economic relations and trade between 
the two neighbouring countnes. 


Rung said more Thai businessmen have recently visited 
Koh Kong and expressed interest in several trade and 
investment projects such as logging business. Over 10 
Thai merchants proposed investments in soap, tooth- 
paste and detergent factories, he said. 


Gems purchasing is another major business, and a group 
of Thai traders go to Koh Kong to buy unpolished stones 
which are from the Kampuchean town of Pailin opposite 
Trat’s Bo Rai district and Prachin Buri province, he said. 
Some businessmen, mostly from Chanthaburi and Trat, 
were granted permission to travel as far as Phnom Penh 


to purchase gems, he added. 


goods 
the Khmer who migrate to the coastal areas for business 
opportunities. 


CAMBODIA 


“They used to move to the western side in Polpet. 
Siemreap or Battabong bordering Thailand's Aranyapra- 
thet in Prachin Buri province. But after the bat les, 
people started to move to this southern border area 
especially Koh Kong,” Rung said. 


Business in Kok Kong has increased drastically. More 
shops were opened and the number of goods carts, each 
of which pays a daily 50-riel tax, has increased. Prices 
have gone up compared to the past two months. One 
plate of fried rice or a bottle of carbonated water now 
costs Bt4C compared with only Bt20 last month; a piece 
of Pha Kao Ma, a locally made textile cloth, from Bt5-7 
to Bt20; and a kilogramme of dried squid from Bt90 to 
Bt140. Only foreign cigarettes are still keeping the same 
price of Bt! 30-145. 


Shortage of some goods are now common in Koh Kong 
especially foreign cigarettes, beer and liquor, which are 
always in great demand. 

Samrej Komkham said trade volume at the two coun- 
tries’ border towns has increased {0-15 per cent in the 
past year. The export of consumer goods to Kampuchea 
has improved the province's economy, he said. “Trat’s 
economy will further flourish with the official opening of 
a border checking point,” Samrej said. 

Amrit Phoonsawad, president of Trat’s Chamber of 
Commerce, said the Chamber will submit a proposal to 
the Trat governor asking him to consider opening up a 
checkpoint here and to cut off 15 items from the list of 
prohibited strategic goods to Kampuchea such as rice, 
soap, toothpaste, cigarettes, clothes, canned food, zinc 
sheet, cement, etc. The checkpoint will help promote 
tourism in Trat and will solve the problem of smuggling 
goods, he said. 


Amrit believed that taxation will benefit both Thailand 
and the trading country. 


Recently Prime Minister Chatichai Choonhavan asked 
Chat Thai party MP from Suphan Buri Praphat Bhotisu- 
thon, who is chairman of the Committee on the Elimi- 
nation of Smuggling of forestry and Mining Products, to 
consider the opening of a border checkpoint in Trat. 


A subcommittee led by Local Administration Depart- 
ment chief Anck Sitthiprasart had made a survey of the 
area and concluded that a checkpoint should be set up at 
Khiong Yai district, which is about a 20-minute boat 
ride from Koh Kong, to facilitate the bilateral trade and 
the transport of logs from Kampuchea. 


Correspondents View Conditions in Thai Border 
Province 


Links With Thailand : 
42070074 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 26 Feb 89 p 2 


{Article by Suphapchai Butchan: “Koh Kong Port, the 
Door to Cambodia” } 


[Excerpts] The Pak Khiong District port in Koh Kong 
Province, Cambodia, is a very small port that is used to 
bring in goods from abroad. From there, the goods are 
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shipped to mainland Cambodia. This port has a customs 
checkpoint that collects taxes on goods entering the 
country. 


By fishing boat, it takes about 2 hours to get to Pak 
Khiong from Khiong Yai District in Trat Province. 
Every day, several tens of boats arrive at this port to 
ships. One of these ships was carrying cars from Europe 
and several hundred used motorcycles. This ship was 
anchored off the coast waiting for its turn to dock and 
unload its cargo. 


About 99 percent of the consumer goods on sale at the 
shops in this port city come directly from Thailand. This 
includes soap, toothpaste, and sofi drinks. The same 
brands of goods on sale in Thailand are on sale here. On 
ordinary days and for Cambodians, the prices of these 
goods are not much higher than they are ir Thailand. But 
the merchants in Pak Khiong District, who consider this 
to be the “economic zone” of Koh Kong Province, knew 
that visitors were coming from Thailand to attend a Pa 
Pa ceremony. They were going to participate in the 
ceremony together with Mr Chea Sim, the president of 
the Cambodian People’s Revolutionary Council, at Wat 
Khao Noi in Koh Kong Province. But before arriving at 
this temple, they planned to stop off and look at the 
goods in the “economic zone.” Thus, it was not surpris- 
ing that prices were higher than normal that day. 


For example, the price of a soft drink that cosi 4 baht in 
Thailand cost 10 baht in Pak Khiong that day. A plate of 
fried rice cost 40 baht. Yaat is only normal. That 
happens elsewhere besides Cambodia. That happens in 
Thailand, too, and not just with foreigners. The goods 
sent to Koh Kong arrive via two ruutes. First, some of 
the goods are sent directly from Thailand. Second, some 
of the goods are sent via Singapore. Some people have 
said that Singapore is much smarter than T>ailand. 


As for the lives of the Cambodians in Koh Kong, or Pak 
Khiong, the ethnic Cambodians earn their living as 
laborers or small traders. The young Cambodians use 
pushcarts as tools in earning a living. They are paid to 
transport small goods from the boats to nearby locations. 
They charge 50 baht per trip. [passage omitted] 


Even though Cambodia is now administered by the 
Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin government, the peo- 
ple really aren't very interested in this, because they can 
earn enough to support themselves. This could be seen 
during our chat with a singer. He ordered a (Thai) beer 
and said that you can eat whatever you want here. You 
can buy liquor, beer, and anything else you want if you 
have the money. No one will stop you. 


Unofficial talks were held in Jakarta, Indonesia, to solve 
the Cambodia problem. These JIM 2 talks did not help 
lift the spirits of the Carabodian people, because they 
don't know what their leaders are doing or “whom this is 
for.” Many people said that they didn’t know anything 
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about these talks. All they want is a good standard of 
living free from poverty. In the past, they did not take 
part, but in the end they had to flee. They were homeless 
and barely managed to survive. The same ts true this 
time. What reason is there for them to take an interest? 
[passage omitted] 


The houses here are arranged in rows. There are small 
concrete roads running amidst the houses, some of which 
are old and some of which are new. There are also slums. 
As in other countries, there are many 
beggars. Many of these are children, who do this on a 
regular basis. But children are children. If adults didn't 
give them permission, they wouldn't do this. Most of the 
large houses are owned by “international traders.” And 
what is ¢ven more important is that these people are 
Thats. They have |.D. cards stating that they were born 
in Thailand. Thus, it was not surprising to learn that they 
usually speak hai. What is even more interesting ts that 
the Thai baht is in greater demand here than other 
international currencies. 


One Heng Samrin soldier who was home on leave and 
who was walking with his M-16 among the crowds of 
shoppers, said that officials had given him per.«ssion to 
vit has family. He said that he had been issued th's rifle 
ard could take it anywhere. As he talked, he removed the 
ammunition clip from the rifle to show us that the rifle 
was loaded. The villagers here are use to secing rifles. But 
the fighting has stopped. There has sot been any fighting 
here for about 10 years, he said. 


Ordinary people here -anaot decide what type of admin- 
istration to have. Thus, regardiess of what type of 
administration government officials impose, the people 
here accept it. They might not be too happy with it, but 
they accept it. The people are not interested in what form 
of administration Cambodia has. They don't care if it is 
a rightist or leftist administration. Everything is up to the 
powerholders. The people are just pawns. A Cambodian 
said that it was Pol Pot who brought the greatest suffer- 
ing to Cambodia. [passage omitted] 


Customs Official Views Trade 
42070074 Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 27 Feb 89 p 3 


{Article by Namphon Impho: “Koh Kong, the Reality of 
Cambodia”™] 


ee ee February 1989, MPs 
wo belong to the Peoples Party, an opposition party, 
openly paid a second visit to Cambodia. They were 
ied by several businessmen. Their first trip at 

the end of January was much more secret. 


From Khiong Yai District in Trat Province, the tip of 
Thailand, it took the Thai delegation almost ) hours to 
reach Koh Kong. Pak Khiong District in Koh Kong 
Province was the initial destination of the delegation. 
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Pak Khiong District, the Thai delegation went to 


the Koh Kong provincial seat, which is only a short 
Se 
clear that this was the provincial seat, because i was 


most of these goods had been on See Sihdentedademmbemeneatiicions 


exported by  iaeeedeincnadie atten the Pha Pa ceremony. They were given a warm welcome 
officials had them use the community hall instead of a 


Thailand. The oaiy difference was that the Cambodian 


Simm, the president of the Cambodian People’s Revolu- 
The religious ceremony here was the same as those in 


tionary Council. 


The remaining god: ame from mayor economy owes by 2 group of Cambodian officials headed by Mr Chea 


A ship was anchored at the mouth of the bay. This ship 
was from a neighboring ASEAN country. The ship was 
filled with large items, that is, cars and motorcycies. 
Even after adding on the customs tariff, the cost of these 
items was Sti’i much lower than that in Thailand. A 


medium-size i European car costs less than 200,000, and 
a Japanese car costs a little over 100,000. 
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“ ¢mport duties range from 5 to 15 percent depending on 


the type of item. If it is a luxury item, the state charges a 
higher percentage,” said a Cambodian a Some 
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After that, Gen Han Linanon spoke for a few minutes. 
After the opening ceremonies ended, the Pha Pc cere- 
mony got underway in a different building near the party 
headquarters. 


The ceremony was he'd in a large auditorum that could 
beautifully decorated robes and bank notes of various 
colors. Most of the these were Cambodian ricl. There 
were just a few Thai bank notes. Before the cererrony got 

. we took up a collection and collected approx- 
imately 20,000 baht. The ceremony here was the same as 
Pha Pa ceremonies in Thailand. A monk led the cere- 
mony, and there was chanting and so ox. One difference 


ft 
Ht 
alt 
iii 

| 


teresting y. 
which 1s expanding. The people on the island, including 
the ethnic Cambodians, the Cambodians of Tha: and 
Vietnamese ancestry. ana the ethnic Vietnamese, are 
being forced into a competitive system, particularly im 
the field of trade. Their lives are now beginning to 
change following the government's Jecision to imple- 
ment a poli, «f “opening up even wider.” No one knows 
better than the:n whether this 1s mght or wrong. 


Now that they have been forced into a competitive 
sysicm, the natural result 1s that there must be winners 
and losers. There will be few winners but a large number 


KPRAF in Siem 
42090181 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 
Vietnamese 12 Jan 89 p 2? 


protect 
leadership and command ranks. Comrade Niathon, Mil- 
itary Region 4 political officer. told us that the border for 
which the military region is responsible over a total 
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note is that local troop units have not orly swiftly 
developed but are making increasingly beti_r strikes. 
Because the revolutionary armed forces have partially 
developed in quantity and quality with progress made in 
command and combat standards, the enemy has been 
forced to draw back and reduce activity, and the situa- 
tion of provinces in the military region has become 
relatively stable. Military Region 4 is developing and 
building forces precisely following the course outlined by 
the Kampuchean People’s Revolutionary Party [KPRP]; 
with emphasis on construction of local armed forces to 
serve as nucleus for the entire people in attacking the 
aggressors. Provinces in Cambodia all consider capital 
construction, including construction of the armed forces 
to attack the enemy on the spot as the primary mission. 
Any place there are people, there is a militia. From the 
militia units have developed the district and provincial 
troop units and the main force troops. During the past 10 
years, the Kampuchean army has begun lo mature such 
as now primarily relying on the militia units for an 
abundant supplemental source, simultaneously engaged 
in production, attacking the enemy and building the 
government at the basic level. 


Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province, directed by the 
Secretariat of the Kampuchean Revolutionary People's 
Party to build its armed forces and revolutionary 
strength, has given the entire nation much good experi- 
ence in mobilizing and assembling the masses to build 
the armed forces from the primary hamlet and village to 
the district and provincial level. Reality has shown that 
the pritaary level forces play an extremely important role 
in striking the enemy and have many aspects surpassing 
the main force troops; they are right at the primary level, 
well versed in the terrain, simultaneously engaged in 
production and striking the enemy, striking the enemy 
and calling on the enemy to surrender, striking the 
enemy and educating and motivating the masses to be 
vigilant, uncovering the underground enemy, severing 
communications between the reactionaries and their 
relatives and family, etc. They are what the enemy fears 
the most. Nearly all the provinces in Cambodia have 
applied this experience in attacking the enemy by con- 
solidating all the strength of the troops, militia, public 
security forces and the masses in coordinated attack on 
the enemy in the forest and undeig, ound. 


Not only in Siem Reap-Oddat Meanchey but also in 
Battambang, Kampong Speu, Kampong Cham, and 
many other locations in Cambodia, we heard about the 
good experience in motivating and organizing the entire 
people in striking the enemy, calling upon the enemy to 
surrender, and protecting the local area and government. 
Precisely as analyzed by Comrade Hun Sen, this will 
have the extreme importance of building a concept 
among the people of self-reliance and autonomy in 
protecting the fatherland. Among the cadres, party mem- 
bers and people, there will no longer be a psychology of 
reliance on the main force troops and Vietnamese vol- 
unteers nor a psychology of fearing Pol Pot. On the 
contrary, the Pol Potists must be terrified because the 
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people who have always had an extreme abhorrence for 
them now have the strength to attack and annihilate 
them. Recently in Cambodia, the people in many loca- 
tions have nabbed Pol Potists and they are afraid of 
admitting who they are. 


A number of the foreign correspondents we met in 
Phnom Penh expressed doubt about the ability of the 
Kampuchean army units to protect their country by 
themselves. Perhaps they were thinking only about the 
present Kampuchean main force troops and not the 
forces of the masses who are armed to strike the enemy 
on the spot at the primary level. These are the militia and 
district and provincial troops who are present every- 
where. This force is also well equipped and especially is 
highly organized and disciplined, closely connected with 
their families and homes, and ready for a life or death 
struggle for the plot of ground upon which they work and 
live. 


Other Provinces 
42090181 Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 
Vietnamese 26 Jan 89 p 4 


[Article by Hoang Huan: “Khmer Rouge Disiniegrat- 
ing”} 


[Text] At the present time, according to data collected by 
units of the Kampuchean Revolutionary People’s Army 
on the Pol Pot group: the Pol Potists are frantically 
operating with a determination to control 60 to 70 
percent of the villages and hamlets, to dominate the 
people and to build underground forces. They are con- 
ducting a two annihilation method (annihilate the Kam- 
puchean revolutionary armed forces and annihilate the 
revolutionary masses at the primary level) and three 
don'ts (don't let the sons of the people enter the revolu- 
tionary army, don't allow construction of a border 
defense line and don't sell rice to the revolution) while 
simultaneously carrying out the four constructs (con- 
struct villages and hamlets, construct underground 
forces, construction a patriotic nucleus and construct a 
blood relationship nucleus. In Regions 2 and 4, consist- 
ing of the provinces of Prey Veng, Svay Rieng, Kampong 
Cham, Kampong Thom and Siem Riep-Oddar Mean- 
chey, they have solidified five points: to secretly capture 
village and hamlet cadres and military cadres and then 
secretly release them; to establish elders’ associations; to 
establish youth and teenager organizations, to establish 
women's associations; and to establish underground 
forces within the revolutionary government and army. 


However, these are only schemes and plots and in reality, 
the Khmer Rouge and Pol Pot genocidal gang are dis- 
mally self-destructing because they lack confidence in 
victory while the Kampuchean Revolutionary Army is 
becoming increasingly more powerful to annihilate them 
in many locations, their lives are arduous, they are short 
of grain, food and medicine, their family sentiments are 
withering, their discipline is harsh and their command is 
cruel. Since the informal meeting in Jakarta, the officers 








JPRS-SEA-89-016 
20 April 1989 


and soldiers of Pol Pot have been in a waiting condition. 
When they have the opportunity, they surrender to the 
revolution. From January to December 1988, 2,738 Pol 
Pot officers and men did so. On 2! October 1988 at 
Pecsonay Hamlet of Angkor Thom District in Siem Reap 
Province, 20 men led by Lom Xa Em, Deputy Com- 
mander of the 51st Regiment and in direct command of 
the 202nd Battalion, Pol Pot 912th Division, surren- 
dered to the revolution. Thuon, commanding the Sist 
Regiment, 912th Division, also fled to Kampong Cham 
but was followed and murdered by the Pol Pot group. 


The number of enemy surrendering during September 
and October 1988 increased to 148, including even 
battalion and regimental cadres. On 5 October 1988, 
Rac, a cadre in the 55th Regiment, was wounded; and 
Chiem Hat, a cadre from the 207th Battalion surren- 
dered to the revolution with his weapon. On 16 Septem- 
ber 1988, the Commander of the 511th Regiment, Xam 
Xa Dec, accompanied by Top and Nhem, Commander 
of the 4th Battalion, surrendered to the revolution. 


All the divisions of Pol Pot such as the 912th, 616th, 
920th, 41 Sth, 785th, etc. are dilapidated and disintegrat- 
ing. The 785th Division is requesting troops to compen- 
sate for those who have scattered and had to change its 
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unit designation to lessen the embarrassment. Even 
more pathetic is the 616th Division in the region of 
Kompong Cham and Kompong Thom wiiich now has 
only about 60 men left. 


To deceive public opinion in an attempt to raise its 
prestige in the international arena, and to strengthen 
internal confidence and intimidate the people, the Pol 
Pot group is urgently reorganizing forces, establishing 
many new divisions and dividing forces into 20 divisions 
and 75 regiments. Actually however, real strength is 
extremely thin. A number of defecting officers have 
stated that many divisions have only 250 to 300 men. 
Each regiment has only about 80 men. 


334 Enemy Soldiers Put Out of Action in March 
BK0104 133389 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 1200 GMT I Apr 89 


[Text] Our Kampuchea People’s Revolutionary Armed 
Forces throughout the country have enthusiastically 
implemented the initial stage of their dry-season cam- 
paign of 1989. The outcome was satisfactory. In fact, last 
March we put out of action 334 enemy soldiers, includ- 
ing 186 killed, 34 captured, and 114 having voluntarily 
surrendered on the battlefield. We alsu seized 184 
assorted weapons, 174 assorted shells, 42 mines, 8 
walkie-talkies, and some war materiel. 
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Suharto, Labor Leader on Democracy, Unions 
42130069b Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
8 Mar 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS—President Suharto denied 
the view that there are no human rights and no democ- 
racy in Indonesia. Asserting this on the occasion of a 
visit to Freedom Palace by the head of the SPSI (All- 
Indonesia Labor Union) Central Office on Tuesday 
afternoon [7 March], the head of state emphasized that 
human rights in Indonesia are fully guaranteed. 


This can be seen in the preamble to the UUD'45 [1945 
Constitution]. It is stated in the first paragraph that 
liberty is the right of every nation and oppression must 
be obliterated from the face of the earth. The president 
said, as quoted by SPSI General Chairman Dr Imam 
Sudarwo, that this paragraph contains the essence of the 
meaning of human rights. 


According to Imam Sudarwo, the president said there are 
several articles in the UUD'45 about the guarantee of 
democracy in our country, including those about sover- 
cignty being in the hands of the people and about 
freedom to gather and associate and to express opinion. 
The Indonesian democratic system differs from those in 
liberal and communist countries, however. 


Democracy in Indonesia is conducted through a system 
of representatives. Supreme power lies with the MPR 
[People’s Consultative Assembly] as <elegates of the 
people. If the president or the government acts, they are 
merely expressing the mandate and heartfelt feelings of 
the people as jointly decided through the MPR. 


The president is only the mandatary of the MPR. “What 
is different here is only the system,” declared Imam 
Sudarwe. wh is also a member of the Development 
Faction of the MPR/DPR [Parliament]. 


Citing the right to strike as an example, the general 
chairman of the SPSI said that workers in Indonesia are 
not forbidden to strike, for strikes are allowed by law. 
There has never been a workers’ strike in Indonesia, 
however. 


What has occurred have been merely spontaneous dem- 
onstrations, and, according to Law 2 of 1957, if a strike 
is intended letters first must be sent a week in advance to 
management and to DEPNAKER [Department of Man- 
power]. 


There is also a difference in perception of the role of 
labor unions. In the West, Sudarwo said, labor unions 
are used as bargaining tools, but in Indonesia the posi- 
tion of workers is that of partners in business. Thus, we 
have this philosophy: Workers are business partners in 
production, responsibility, and profits. 
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Going Overseas 


The SPSI leader came to report to the president that he 
will be conducting a goodwill mission to Belgium, West 
Germany, the Netherlands, Sweden, the United States, 
Japan, the Philippines, Thailand, Malaysia, and Singa- 
pore. The mission will last a month, from 11 March to 9 
April. 


The purpose of the visits, Suc all be to 
expand cooperation with labor u adustnal- 
ized countries he visits, particu, se in the 
IGGI [Intergovernmental Group o. esa], all of 


which are associated with the Int-rnational Confedera- 
tion of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU). He intends also to 
introduce Pancasila industrial relations and describe the 
SPSL. He wants to strengthen the ASEAN Trade Union 
Council (ATUC) and through lobbying with labor 
unions, smooth the way for prevention of protectionism 
against Indonesian nonoil exports to the EEC and the 
United States. 


The SPSI delegation consists of Bomer Pasaribu, Tha- 
heransjah Karim, Arief Sumadji, Marzuki Achmad, 
Datuk Bagindo, Butje Nalle, and Roso Setyono. They 
were escorted to Freedom Palace yesterday by Minister 
of Manpower [MENAKER] Cosmas Batubara. 


Imam Sudarwo said that during his call on the president 
he brought up possible Indonesian affiliation with the 
ICFTU. Prsident Suharto said he had no objection as 
long as we are not bound. 


According to the MENAKER., the 16-year-old SPSI now 
has 10,000 locals in businesses throughout the country 
and has executed joint labor agreements with 5,000 
businesses. “The time has now come for SPSI to explain 
its position to the world,” said Cosmas Batubara. 


He said that the organizational aspect of the SPSI is 
important and represents an indivisible part of compre- 
hensive utilization of national political life. 


Nation Par~mount in Asia-Pacific Cooperation 
42130071a Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
20 Mar 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta, 16 Mar—As the largest country in the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), Indo- 
nesia is central in Australian Prime Minister Bob 
Hawke's concept for an Asia-Pacific trade and economic 
consultative forum. 


Philip Flood, new Australian ambassador to Indonesia, 
stated this in his first press conference in Jakarta on 
Wednesday [15 March]. 
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According to Flood, 53, Prime Minister Hawke's con- 
cept has three main objectives: make regional coopera- 
tion effective, remove obstacles to regional trade, and 
find better ways to improve economic growth in the 
region. 


For this purpose, Hawke, who sees how in\portant Indo- 
nesia is, in April will be sending a special representative 
to Indonesia first. The consultative forum is planned to 
function like the OECD (Organization for Economic 
Cooperation and Development), whose members are the 
industrialized nations. The Asia-Pacific consultative 
forum will have 10 members in the first phase: the six 
ASEAN countries, plus Japan, South Korea, Australia, 
and New Zealand. 


Flood emphasized that the forum will not be a trade 
bloc. He proposed that a minister-level meeting between 
these countries be held around the end of the year. 


Mentioning “Europe 1992” as an example of the cre- 
ation of a common market that will automatically 
remove barriers from among its members, Flood said the 
Asia-Pacific forum will be the best opportunity for 
expanding regional trade cooperation. 


Walk Side by Side 


Flood, a career diplomat with 31 years’ service, sees 
Indonesia as Australia’s largest neighbor and a country 
of much influence. Hence, it is the most important in 
Southeast Asia. Indonesia and Australia, which are geo- 
graphically close, must walk side by side, he added. 


In that connection, Australia wanis more Indonesians to 
study there. There are now about 5,000 Indonesian 
students in that country, of which 500 are recipients of 
Australian Government scholarships. 


According to Flood, improved understanding between 
the two countries needs to be encouraged by means such 
as the Australia-Indonesia Institute, which will begin 
functioning in about 2 years. 


At present, about 150,000 Australians visit Indonesia 
every year. while about 30,000 Indonesians travel there 
annually. Through the formation of the institute, how- 
ever, it is hoped that reciprocal relations as well as 
mutual understanding will be increased. 


Ambassador Flood also noted the importance of Austra- 
lian media access to Indonesia, including intermedia 
exchange visits. “We must work harder, for Australians 
need to know more about Indonesia,” he asserted. About 
40 Australian reporters have visited Indonesia in the last 
several months. Only one Australian reporter has 
received permission to live and work here, however. 
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Credentials 


In reply to a question about the Timor Gap, now 
approved by both governments as a cooperation zone, 
Flood said final agreement will not be reached for about 
a year. “It is still too early to make an evaluation,” he 
said. 


Earlier on Wednesday morning, Ambassador Flood had 
submitted his credentials as ambassador to Indonesia to 
President Socharto at Freedom Palace. 


President Socharto said in the ceremony that he was 
confident of the desires of the two countries to expand 
their already friendly relations and to encourage creation 
of a peaceful, just, and prosperous world. 


Flood replaces Bill Morrison, who completed his tour of 
duty in Indonesia. 


The head of state added that recent world developments 
show gratifying trends, seeing that tensions between the 
great world powers are being reduced and approaches are 
being made. Conflicts in several regions are in the 
process of peaceful solution, and there is a trend among 
regional groupings of countries to improve economic 
cooperation. 


President Socharto also said he was happy to see that 
Australia and Indonesia are making efforts to expand 
friendly and cooperative ties in various sectors. “I fully 
believe that through awareness of cach other's aspira- 
tions and values we will be able to develop true mutual 
understanding and confidence.” 


Dependable Force 


Flood said earlier that he was happy to be assigned as 
ambassador to Indonesia, since Indonesia 1s the largest 
and most important country in the region. Furthermore, 
he has observed the rapid development under way in 
Indonesia. Both peoples and states, he said, are proud of 
what Indonesia has achieved, as, for example, the 
structuring of the industrial sector. 


Indonesia, he added, has been successful in building a 
strong and unified nation in spite of its being made up of 
a variety of elements. Ties between the two countries, 
which have existed for about 300 years, have been 
increasingly gratifying, he said, and such relations are 
very important for neighbor countries. Indonesia is a 
dependable force for safeguarding peace in the Asia- 
Pacific region. 


Interim Foreign Minister L.B. Murdani, Minister and 
State Secretary Moerdiono, and officials of the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs and the State Secretariat were 
also present at the ceremony. President Soeharto also 
accepted the credentials of the Burmese ambassador. 
Aung Khin. 
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IPTN Targeting Export Market 
42000114 Manila BUSINESS WORLD in English 


21 Mar 89 p4 


[Text] Forget South Korea. Forget Taiwan. Forget Sin- 
gapore and Hong Kong. They zoomed past us sometime 
ago and they are now so far ahead of us in economic 
development we cannot even see their butts. Just think 
Indonesia. 


A recent news item in BUSINESS WORLD reported 
that the Indonesian aerospace firm, Industria Pesawat 
Terban Nusantra (IPTN) has just won a $30-million 
contract with the Boeing Commercial Airplane Co., to 
supply wing flaps for the Boeing 737 airliner. 


$30 million is no big deal, except that Indonesia joins a 
select group of countries that supply parts for Bocing 
aircraft. The others: Japan, Australia, Spain, France, 
Great Britain and China. Which says a lot about the state 
of industrialization that our once backward neighbor to 
the south has achieved ia the last 13 years. 


Read what the Indonesian aircraft industry manufac- 
tures under license from European, Japanese and Amer- 
ican firms, and weep: 


¢ Super Puma NAS 332 helicopters, under license from 
Aerospatiale of France. Various interior configura- 
tions for passenger, troop and naval transport, mede- 
vac, offshore oil platform shuttle, and anti-submarine 
reconnaissance. 

* NBO-105 and NBK-117 helicopters, under license 
from Messerschmitt-Bloehm-Bolkow (MBB) of West 
Germany and Kawasaki Industries of Japan, respec- 
tively. Configurations for police, off-shore, rescue, 
and military and naval reconnaissance. A new agree- 
ment with MBB calls for the co-design and co-manu- 
facture of a new helicopter, the BN-109. 

¢ Bell 412 helicopters, under license from Bell Helicop- 
ter Textron of the U.S. Configurations for VIP trans- 
port, search and rescue, medevac, offshore, and fire- 
fighting. 

* NC-212, a 19-to-28 seater fixed wing aircraft, under 
license from CASA of Spain. Configurations for pas- 
senger, cargo, VIP, medical, military transport, rain- 
making, navigation school, and maritime patrol. 

* CN-235, a wide-body 35-10-40 seater fixed wing air- 
craft, co-designed and co-manufactured by Airtec, a 
50-50 joint venture company between IPTN and 
CASA of Spain. Configurations for passenger, cargo, 
troop/paratroop transport, military cargo, medevac, 
electronic surveillance, vehicle transport, and geo- 
physical survey. | 

* Weapons launch systems such as heavy machinegun 
pods, twin machinegun pods, and rocket launchers. 

* 70mm rockets that can be fired from 7-, 12- or 
19-tube rocket launchers, available in air-to-ground 
and ground-to-ground systems. Also, missiles, fire 
control systems, and surface and underwater torpe- 
does. 
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All these products are graphically described and illus- 
trated in glossy, full-color brochures of the highest qual- 
ity, indicating that IPTN ts targetting the export market 
aggressively. 


Aside from manufacturing, IPTN also has an aircraft 
engine overhaul and maintenance division operated in 
collaboration with the General Electric Co of the US. 


IPTN was established in 1976 by Dr Ing (a German title 
for an engineer with a Ph.D.) Bacharuddin Jussuf Habi- 
bie, 53, about whom I first wrote in this space on 
October 18, 1987. 


Dr Habibie graduated summa cum la 

versity of Aachen and joined the Messerschmitt com- 
pany (now MBB), where he rose 

executive vice president. 


In the early 1970s, he was sent by MBB to the Philip- 
pines to help establish an aircraft industry as conceived 
by Ferdinand Marcos and Alex Melchor. But as with 
most things in this the greatest country in the world, 
nothing materialized out of that effort except a lot of 
words. 


Dr Habibie was subsequently recruited by his native 
Indonesia, to plan and develop not only an aircraft 
industry, but also the entire industrialization program. 
He was appointed and still is secretary of state for 
research and technology. 


While our “scientists” were struggling to dehydrate 
papaya and pineapple chunks, Dr Habibie plotted a 
50-year program that he believes would make Indonesia 
an industrialized country by about the year 2000. 


He envisions four stages: In stage |, Indonesia acquires 
technology by assembling foreign-designed machines 
under license; in stage 2, Indonesia integrates this 
acquired knowledge by entering into high-tech manufac- 
turing ventures with foreign firms; in stage 3, they 
develop technical skills by establishing their own techni- 
cal institutes; in stage 4, they develop scientists in the 
basic sciences. 


He looks at the aircraft that IPTN manufactures as not 
just machines but as something that will inspire the 
average Indonesian to believe that Indonesia will one 
day join the ranks of industrialized nations. 


IPTN’s facility in Bandung is now worth US$700 million 
and, together with two other facilities, employs 13,216 
well-trained men and women scientists, engineers and 
technicians. Dr Habibie is not content with this success. 
He is involved in other ambitious projects. 
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Steps To Prevent Drop in Rice Prices 
42130071b Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
17 Mar 89 p 1 


[Text] Jakarta, KOMPAS—To prevent the price of rice 
from falling below the floor price, the government on 16 
March established short-term local policies in the Pan- 
tura Corridor (North Coast of Jatiluhur) area of West 
Java to facilitate sales of hulled and unhulled rice by 
KUD'’s [village unit cooperatives] and non-K UD groups 
to DOLOG [Logistics Depot] and to provide transpor- 
tation incentives. 


Bustanil Arifin, minister of cooperatives and KABU- 
LOG [chief of Logistics Bureau] announced this in 
Karawang on Wednesday [15 March] in a meeting on 
1989 food procurement in the Pantura Corridor. The 
meeting was also attended by Deputy Chief of BULOG 
[Logistics Bureau] Sukriya Atmaja, Director General for 
BLK (Management of Cooperatives) Sularso, senior offi- 
cials of the West Java Regional Government, senior BRI 
{Indonesian People’s Bank] official Sugiyanto, 
Karawang Regent Sumarno Suradi, and others. 


It was decided in the meeting that hulled rice purchased 
for national stock at Sub-DOLOG’s in Regions III to VI 
(Cirebon, Indramayu, Karawang, and Subang) may have 
a maximum moisture content of 15 percent, instead of 
the previously established 14 percent. This tolerance in 
hulled rice procurement is limited to one month's bud- 
geted requirements, totaling 4,350 tons at a price of 405 
rupiahs per kilogram and a weight allowance of 0.5 
percent. 


The general harvest in the Pantura Corridor will reach its 
peak in March. According to official reports, the price of 
rice in that area as of the middle of March had not fallen 
below the floor price. It is feared, however, that the 
continuing rains will hinder drying and transporting the 
harvest, however, thus causing the price of unhulled rice 
to fall below the floor price. 


The West Java DOLOG notes the following pattern of 
1989 rice harvests along the northern coast of West Java: 
January, 2,631 hectares (1 percent), February, 63,661 
hectares (19 percent); March, 148,085 hectares (45 
percent); April, 95,697 hectares (29 percent), and May, 
20,640 hectares (6 percent). Thus, the peak of the harvest 
is Occurring in March. 


Additional for Transportation 


The MENKOP/KABULOG sisted that the purchase of 
unhulled rice having moisture conient of both 14 and 
14.5 percent for national stocks is being intensified. 
Purchases of unhulled rice with moisture content up to 
14.5 percent are authorized only until the end of March. 
“If the weather is still bad in April, the policy may be 
extended,” he said. 
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The government has decided to pay an additional 3 
rupiahs per kilogram for transport costs, in order that 
unhulled rice already bought from farmers can be trans- 
ported to KUD warehouses immediately. The additional 
payment for transportation applies to unhulled rice 
having moisture content of both 14 and 14.5 percent and 
covers purchases made at Sub-DOLOG’s in Regions III 
to VI (Pantura Corridor). This policy is also in effect 
only during March. 


Furthermore, hulled rice with about 4 percent broken 

grains already bought by KUD’s and task units in the 

Cirebon area will be accepted by DOLOG's/Sub-DO- 

LOG’s, with the stipulation that such rice will be resold 

and iust be acceptable by local budgeted groups (gov- 

... ment employees and ABRI members). This decision 
~ only to the Cirebon area. 


Unequal transportation costs were approved for 
unhulled rice coming from isolated areas or places where 
transport is difficult in the Karawang, Subang, and 
Indramayu Regencies. The respective total amounts will 
be 150, 400, and 150 tons, and payment for transport 
will be 20 rupiahs per kilogram in Karawang and 10 
rupiahs per kilogram in both Subang and Indramayu. 


KOMPAS monitored harvests along the north coast of 
West Java (Karawang, Subang, Indramayu, and Cire- 
bon) and learned from farmers that there are several 
harvest areas that are hard to reach by vehicles. Conse- 
quently, harvests in those areas have not been moved. 
“During the rainy season, those places absolutely cannot 
be reached by transport vehicles,” a farmer said. 


Loud Dialogue 


The new policies were established suddenly and sponta- 
neously in the field through a loud dialogue lasting 
almost 4 hours. Bustanil Arifin admitted the policies 
deviate somewhat from INPRES [Presidential Instruc- 
tion] 4/1988, which is in effect nationally. “This had to 
be done in a very limited time because of local condi- 
tions and for the sake of the farmers, KUD’s, and 
consumers,” he added. 


A KUD manager and a private businessman invoived in 
food procurement complained about the ‘tester’ (instru- 
ment for measuring moisture content) used in 1988. 
“The brand names were the same, but the results were 
different. Which tester was right and should be used?” 
they asked. 


Bustanil did not answer the question. He also did not 
respond to a top official of the West Java Regional 
Government, who proposed in a speech that beginning 
on | April local purchases of hulled rice with 14.5 
percent moisture content be permitted for 6 months in 
the central part of West Java (Sub-DOLOG's of Cianjur, 
Ciamis, and Bandung). “This is important to efficient 
payment for routine regional operations related to rice 
stocks in the central corridor,” he said. 
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The KABULOG merely added that in compliance with 
government policy, as of {| April all distribution of 
fertilizer must be handled by KUD's. Everyone must 
help in the implementation of this. If any official or any 
person errs in the dis "bution of these means of agricul- 
tural production, appropriate action will be taken 
against him. 


KOMPAS has learned from the West Java DOLOG that 
based on procurement predictions, overall warehouse 
space for the 1989 procurement season appears to be 
adequate. Of the total normal warehouse capacity of 
440,950 tons, 111,125 tons have been used so far. This 
means that warehouse space for 329,832 tons is available 
for procurement, not counting the 45 PT (Incorporated) 
Pertani warehouse units with a capacity of 106,500 tons. 


Of the 3.5 million gunny sacks and 94,500 kilograms of 
jute cord needed, 2,360,263 bags and 75,405 kilograms 
of cord are in stock. Earlier offers for the additional !.2 
million sacks and 21,760 kilograms of jute cord have 
been accepted. 


Forty-three West Java DOLOG operational task units 
and six administrative task units have been readied in 
several Sub-DOLOG's for expediting procurement and 
assuring compliance with the floor price. Operational 
task units have already begun active inspections in some 
of the areas where harvesting has begun. 


Labor Department Announces Youth Mobilization 


4213007 1c Jakarta SUARA PEMBARUAN in 
Indonesian 16 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Palembang, 16 Mar—Minister of Manpower 
[{MENAKER] Dr Cosmas Batubara said that in PELITA 
[5-Year Development] V DEPNAKER [Department of 
Manpower] will give guidance to educated young people 
and will expand their knowledge and skills for assign- 
ment to village areas. This program will involve at least 
20,000 young people with high school educations and 
bachelor’s and master’s degrees in various academic 
disciplines. 


He announced this to at the La Musi recreation 
center, PERTAMINA [National Oil and Natural Gas 
Company] Plaju, Palembang, on Monday afternoon [1 3 
March] viewing an exhibition on work safety and 
danger avoidance at the Fire and Safety PUSDIKLAT 
{Education and Training Center], PERTAMINA Sungai 


Gerong. 


Accompanied by Deputy Governor Dr H. Mansyurdin 


Arma, officials of PERTAMINA and the South Sumatra 
Regional DEPNAKER Office, and members of his del- 
egation, Cosmas said the manpower program for edu- 
cated youth is different from the well-known TKS 
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BUTSI [Indonesian Manpower Enterprise]. “It 1s also 
different from the ‘{ Alege Graduates in the Villages’ 
program introduced by West Sumatra,” he said. 


These educated young people will be assigned to villages 
for | to 2 years with the main task of developing village 
potential and related aspects of life in order to improve 
the welfare of the community and create new job oppor- 
tunities. In the first phase, however, educated young 
people, after receiving guidance, will be directed toward 
becoming managers of KUD's [village unit coopera- 
tives]. Having gained experience as managers, they will 
then be moved into the fields they want to concentrate 
on. 


Manpower Center 


After beginning his working visit to Palembang on Sun- 
day afternoon [12 March], MENAKER Cosmas Batu- 
bara on Monday morning inaugurated the Manpower 
Services Center at UNSRI [Sriwijaya University], Pale- 


mbang, and then participated in a seminar on manpower 
at that PTN [national university]. 


Rector Prof Dr Amran Halim said the center will pro- 
vide information services on jobs available to UNSRI 
alumni and on job requirements. The center will abso- 
lutely not be a labor exchange, however. 


Amran Halim acknowledged there are still UNSRI grad- 
uates who have not found suitable jobs. One reason for 
this is the scarcity of timely and accurate data on job 
openings. Cosmas praised the concept of the center, and 
emphasized the necessity for cooperation with various 
parties, particularly with the South Sumatra Regional 
Office of DEPNAKER. 


On Sunday night, MENAKER Cosmas met with private 
businessmen associated with KADIN [Chamber of Com- 
merce and Industry], APINDO [Indonesian Plastics 
Industry Association], and related associations at the 
South Sumatra Governor's Complex at Lorek Pakjo, 


Palembang. 


Oil Association Hails Government's Incentive 


Policy 
42130069a Jakarta ANGKATAN BERSENJATA in 
Indonesian 7 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Jakarta. ANGKATAN BERSENJATA—The 
Indonesian Petroleum Association (IPA) welcomes the 
government's decision to issue the new oil sector incen- 
tives announced on 22 February, IPA President Gene R. 
Ward told the press in Jakarta on Monday [6 March]. 


He said the government's new oil deregulation decision 
is an important step forward. It is expected to have 
positive impact in stimulating investment and encourag- 
ing oil and natural gas exploration in Indonesia. 





According to Ward, who is also president of Unocal, the 
IPA supports the government's decision. The two new 
incentive packets issucd on 31 August 1988 and 22 
February | 989 will stin ulate exploration for new oil and 


Kartasasmita, the new incentives in the oil 
and gas sector are for encouraging increased efforts to 
find new natural oil and gas so that Indonesia can extend 
its life as an oil exporter. 


He said that considering existing reserves, Indonesia's 
ability to be an oil exporter will last only until 2021! if 
new oil reserves are not found. This means that Indone- 
sia may become an oil importer if new reserves are not 
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Indonesian oi! production is now about |.2 million 
barrels per day, whereas proven rescrves total 8 to 10 
billion barrels, according to the Annual Oil Report 
issued by USIS (U.S. Information Service) in Jakarta. 


Will Increase 


According to USIS, reserves will increase in the future to 
14-15 billion barrels. 


According to the report, the oil exploration system in 
Indonesia still uses standard technology employed by 
other oil industries, whereas exploration in the United 
States has begun to use more advanced technology. 


Through this more advanced technology, oil finds in the 
United States have reached 33 percent of existing oil 
deposits (“original oil in place”/OIIP). 


Oil discovery efficiency in Indonesia has reached only 28 
percent of OIIP. If Indonesia improves its technology 
and its exploration and exploitation methods, exploit- 
able proven reserves will be even greater, and production 
from currently known deposits can further grow by 3.6 
billion barrels. 


The use of “enhanced recovery” technology like that 
employed by the United States is quite expensive, 
according to USIS. Because of the difficult geological 
structure found in Indonesia, the utilization of that 
technology for seeking oil and gas in Indonesia may not 
be economical. 


The prospects are quite good for finding an additional 
500 million barrels in Indonesia in the near future, 
according to the U.S. oil report. There are also good 
prospects for finding new reserves in areas still unex- 


plored, particularly in East Indonesia. 
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Thai Group Gets Bank License 
42000109 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
7 Mar 89 p 13 


[Text] The Vientiane Government has granted a licence 
to establish a commercial bank in Laos to a group of 
Thai businessmen led by Khunying Suwannee Pua- 
hairoi. 


Union Bank of Bangkok is expected to play a key role in 
running the new commercial bank and has already 
received verbal support from senior Bank of Thailand 


Union Bank president Piyabutr Cholvijarn told BUSI- 
NESS POST yesterday he had not yet made a definite 
decision on whether to join the Khunying Suwannee-led 
group to set up the new bank, “but we (Union Bank) are 
very, very interested.” 


If everything goes as planned, the new bank will be set up 
with 100 million baht in registered capital. 


“Khunying Suwannee was granted the licence by the 

Laotian Government last December,” he said. “It was 
tn Godin oiiiiiien tak 4 dives of like io de 
new bank would be held by Laos and the balance by 
Thais,” Mr Piyabutr said. 


If the new bank goes ahead, its licence will allow it to 
take deposits, extend loans and assist investments in 
Laotian business firms. 


“The licence also allows the bank to open branches 
throughout Laos,” he said. 


Khunying Suwannee has other leading busi- 
ness groups besides Union Bank but, if the bank agrees 
to participate in the investment, it will play the key role 
as a commercial bank in running the new bank. 


Supported 


“I have raised the issue with Khun Phaisal , Xumalavisai, 
Assistant Bank of Thailand Governor), and he told me 
the Bank of Thailand fully supported the project. He 
instructed me to submit an official report to the Central 
Bank,” Mr Piyabutr said. 


Before making a decision on whether to join Khunying, 
Suwannee's group, Mr Piyabutr said Union Bank would 
have to gather more information about Laos, including 
its bilateral trade volume with Thailand, its interna- 
tional trade, the laws involved, the financial institutes in 
the country and the Laotian Government's official sup- 
port for the new bank. 


The awarding of the licence to Khunying Suwannee 
came as a surprise to Thai banking circles as the Laotian 
Central Bank governor told Bank of Thailand Governor 
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Kamchorn Sathirakul recently that Vientiane had a 
policy to join Thai commercial banks in setting up a 
third commercial bank in Laos. 


The Laotian Central Bank governor's statement made 
just been initiated and Vientiane had not yet granted a 
licence to any Thai business group. Many expressed 
interest in joining the investment with the Laotian 
Government. 


Mr Piyabutr said he had made an agreement with 
Khunying Suwannee that if Union Bank decided not to 
take a stake in the new bank, it wou'd still operate the 
bank. 


“According to a study, st may be difficult to mobilise 
deposits in that country so the bank may have to borrow 
funds from abroad. 


“Nevertheless, there is potential to extend loans, as 
investment in that country, particularly by Thai busi- 
nessmen, is booming,” he said. 


Champassak, Thai Officials Comment on Refugee 


42070073a Bangkok THAI RAT in Thai 
17 Feb 89 pp 1, 20 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] On 16 February another 61 
Lao refugees were repatriated to Laos through the coop- 
eration of the governments of Thailand and Laos and the 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees [UNHCR]. 
Present to witness this were 2d Lt Praphat Limpaphan, 
the deputy minister of foreign affairs, and many meme- 
bers of the mass media. This took place at Chong Mek in 
Phibun Mangsahan District, Ubon Ratchathani Prov- 
ince. 


A reporter reported that Sublieutenant Danai Ketusiri, 
the governor of Ubon Ratchathani, headed the Thai 
delegation. Mr Bountoem Thephakaysone, the deputy 
head of the Internal and External Relations Section, 
Champassak Province, headed the Lao delegation that 
had come to welcome home the 61 refugees. Most of 
these refugees had been living in Thailand for 10 years or 
more. Most had come from Champassak Province. The 
UNHCR gave them various tools such as hammers, 
saws, carpenter's planes, pickaxes, and shovels and 
clothing. Each one was also given a gunny bag of rice. 


On behalf of Laos, Mr Bountoem told the 61 refugees 
that he felt very proud of their decision to return to Laos. 
He said that they had fled abroad because of the actions 
taken by people with bad intentions. Today, the Lao 
government has corrected the misunderstandings. He 
said that he was glad to welcome them home so that they 
could learn to become good citizens. He said that Laos 
and Thailand now have good relations. He thanked 
Thailand for taking care of the refugees who had fled to 
Thailand. 
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Mr Buntoem said that these refugees will have to attend 
a 1-2 week seminar to inform them about the country's 
policies and laws. The seminar will be held at the Phon 
Tong Training Center. After that, they will be sent home. 
The Lao government will help them get started in 
carning a living. He assured everyone that ncne of these 
refugees would face any danger. 


In an interview, 2d Lt Praphat Limpaphan said that on |! 
March, a ceremony will be held to open Chong Mek as a 
permanent transit point. In the future, Ubon Rat- 
chathani will be a Thai-Lao business center. But those 
who want to invest will have to wait a little while longer. 
because the Ministry of Foreigrs. Affairs is still negotiat- 
ing with Laos about ways to protect both Thai and Lao 
investors. He also said that next month, Lao officials will 
be invited to come talk with another 76,000 Lao refugees 
in an effort to persuade them to return home. 


Thai Farmers’ Bank May Open Branch 
420700736 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 24 Feb 89 p 6 


[Text] Mr Narong Sison, the senior deputy managing 


soon submit their findings to him. 


Mr Narong said that actually, opening a branch in Laos 
18 like opening a branch in a large province within the 
country. Branches opened within the country have 
revolving capital of 100 million to | billion baht. Thus, 
a branch can be opened in Laos if customers invest more 
than 100 million baht. At present, the value of trade 


of trade is expected to increase continuously. 


Mr Narong said that it will be very good if Laos allows us 
to open a branch there. If this is done in the form of a 
joint investment, there won't be any problems. The 
investment percentages haven't been stipulated. The 
Only stipulations is that the percentage must not be less 
than 30 percent. 


Livelihoods in Thailand, 
70073¢ Bangkok MATICHON in Thai 
19 Feb 89p4 


[Article by Ketmani Nanthatnaphong: “Homecoming 
Day for Lao Refugees”) 


[Excerpt] [Passage omitted] Mr Chun Phromchan, a Lao 
from the Napho Camp, is a Lao mercenary who fled to 
Thailand in 1977. While waiting for the Lao delegation 
that was coming to escort him home, he talked about life 
in the camp where he has been living for 12 years. 


“Afier | arrived at the camp, I married a Lao woman. We 
have two young children, a girl and a boy. There isn't 
anything special about life in the camp. We live from day 
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to day. We can't work our own fields, because there isn't 
enough land. We have to rely on the villagers in the area. 
People are hired to harvest potatoes, jute, and rice. We 
earn about 25 baht a day. My wife carns about the same. 
We carn about the same. Thus, together we carn about 
50 baht a day. Actually, the UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees [UNHCR] provides supplies and essential 
items, including rice and other foodstuffs. For example, 
it distributes 3 kg of glutinous rice a week and 0.3 kg of 
fish, meat, and chicken every 3 days. But that is not 
enough to live on and so we have to find work to make 


building. We have to take baths at the well.” 
Mr Chun talked about his desire to return home. He said 


want to 


af 
, 


toast, at which everyone there shouted “hurrah.” Even 
soldiers from both sides joined in and chatted with each 
other as if they were friends. They told members of the 
mass media there that “we have been fraternal countries 
for a long time. We can communicate with each other.” 


[passage omitted] 


Education Official Visits Thai Radio, TV Station 
42070073d Bangkok NAEO NA in Thai 26 Feb 89 p 6 


[Text] Recently, Mr Somsi Si-amphai, the director of the 
National Movie Company, which is subordinate to the 
Lao Ministry of Education, Culture, and Sports, led a 








F 
3 


me et a per rn alec sien 9 
> said that during his recent trip to Laos, he 
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im the private sector investing there, we want govern- 
ment-to-government negotiations in order to assure peo- 
ple that their investment will be safe. 


He said that there is a very good chance that a hospitai 
will be built in Laos. Laos has suggested that Thais 
manage the hospital directly. If this can be donc, we will 
ask Lao officials to help find « suitable location for the 
hospital. 


Mr Athit said that in order !o further improve relations 
between Thailand and Laos, he has coordinated things 
with the units concerned in order to offer scholarships to 
Lao to enable them to study medicine in Thailand. 
Rangsit College has offered |! scholarships to Lao 
students who want to study there. 


Thongloun Sisoulit Okays Wood Exports 
4207007 3¢ Bangkok BAN MUANG in Thai 
20 Feb 89 p 19 


{Excerpt} Lt Col Sanan Chachonprasat, the minister of 
tsons to purchase timber from Laos. He said that he had 
held talks with Mr Thongloun Sisoulit, the Lao deputy 
minister of foreign affairs about this. Laos 1s sympathetic 
to our position and has agreed to sell us timber. Officials 
will discuss the details at another meeting. Even though 
Laos has prohibited the export of timber, it has agreed to 
sell umber to us. Besides this, Laos has said that 1, wants 
Thailand to build a sawmill in Laos. 


As for the negotiations that will take place on 2! and 22 
February, the minister of commerce and his party will 
travel to Laos in order to discuss bilateral trade. An 
official from the Forest industry Organization, which is 
subordinate to the Ministry of Agriculture and Cooper- 
atives, will accompany the group in order to discuss the 
details of the timber purchase. Private individuals who 
have been buying timber from Laos will probably be able 
to continue importing timber from Laos, but they will 
have to adhere to the regulations strictly. [passage omit- 
ted] 
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Air Force Holds Joint Exercise With Thailand 
42130070c Kuala Lumpur BERITA HARIAN in Malay 
9 Mar 89 p 2 


[Text] Hat Yai, Wednesday [8 March}—Thailand has 
pledged to give defense assistance to Malaysia because of 
the cooperation and mutual understanding that has long 
existed. 


The director of the Thamal V1!!! Air Exercise, Deputy 
Air Marshal Sudhi Somsiri, said the various aspects of 
friendship between the two countries, especially in 
defense and security matters, can no longer be ques- 
tioned. 


“We will not let Malaysia face any threat alone, for 
during times of peace we have frequently held exercises 
and have expanded mutual understanding,” he said. 


He said this at a press conference here yesterday prior to 
the 7 of Thamal Y111 Air Exercise at the 
base of Wing 56 of the Royal Thai Air Force (RTAF). 
The deputy director of the exercise, General 
Datuk Mohd. Yunus Haji Mohd. Tasi, and several high 
officers of the RTAF and the Royal Malaysian Air force 
(TUDM) were also present. 


He said their success in expanding communications 
between the RTAF and the TUDM has been demon- 
strated through the accomplishments of joint air exer- 
cises over the last 7 years. 


“We have also been able to overcome any problems that 
have arisen and have jointly created certain procedures 
through exercises like this. 


“We feel this series of exercises has produced great 
success from the aspect of communications,” he said. 


He said he was satisfied with the seven series of exercises 
and is still trying to make some changes to strengthen 
further the capabilities of the officers and men of the two 
countries involved in the exercise. 


In the imauguration ceremony later, Air Force Com- 
mander General Tan Sri Hashim Mohd. Ali and RTAF 
Commander General Voranart Apijaree accepted salutes 
and inspected a unit of about | 50 officers and men from 
the two forces taking part in the exercises. 


The TUDM is using MB339 aircraft and helicopters, 
while the RTAF is using AV10 and PC7 aircraft in the 
exercises. 


The purpose of the Thamal Vii! Air Exercise, which 
lasts from 5 to 17 March, is to test the cooperative 
capabilities of the two countries in holding joint opera- 
tions. 
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Army To Get New Arms, Equipment 
42130072a Kuala Lumpur UTUSAN MALAYSIA in 
Malay 2 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Sungai Petani, | Mar—The Army will replace its 
worn-out equipment in order to update its forces and 
make them equivalent to advanced military forces in 
other countries, Army Commander General Tan Sn 
Yaacob Mohd. Zain announced here today. 


He said steps to replace such equipment, including 
firearms, will be given serious attention by the service at 
all times. 


“This year the artay has received a larger allocation from 
the government, now that the recession 1s being replaced 
by an improving economy. The money will be used to 
update our forces so that they will be equivalent to other 
forces,” he said. 


In his message at Paya Mengkua”g, Gurun, near here, on 
the occasion of the 66th Army Day, Gen Tan Sri Yaacob 


noted that replacements will be made only when truly 
necessary. 


Deputy Army Commander Lieutenant General Nik F.M. 
Kamil, Army Corps Commander Lieutenant General 
Datuk Haji Mohd. Daud Abu Bakar, and Army Head- 
quarters Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Datuk Jaafar 
Mohamad were also present at the meeting. 


“We do not mean that when these steps are taken 
personnel may use existing equipment carclessly in order 
to get replacements, for such action would weaken us 
and hurt the good name of the Army,” he said. 


Important 


On the contrary, he said, the Army will not replace 


equipment mindlessly, but will replace only the items 
that are considered important and essential. 


In this connection, he reminded personnel, including 
officers, at all echelons to always practice an attitude of 
economy in the use of equipment and to prevent its rapid 
deterioration. 


Gen Tan Sri Yaacob then announced that the Army will 
emphasize individus! 2nd small group training of per- 
sonnel in the future. 


“We will not ignore the joint training we now conduct, 
however, especially joint training with military forces 
from neighboring countries like Thailand and Singa- 
pore.” 
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Masa Hi->m on Rejoining UMNO 
213007Ge Kuala Lumpur WATAN in Malay 
28 Feb 89 p 2 


Loyalty te UMNO 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur—Although he left UMNO [United 
Malays National Organization], Datuk Musa Hitam 
acknowledges that from the beginning he has wanted to 
return. 


“lam not ashamed to admit this. My activity outside of 
UMNO was merely for the purpose of restoring 
UMNO's original framework and practice,” he said. 


He said he chose to rejoin UMNO at Johor through the 
Johor Malay Association after failing to change the 
UMNO framework at the national level. 


He said UMNO had become his flesh and blood because 
of his conviction that it represents all Malays. 


Datuk Musa said he left UMNO and opposed 1 decause 
UMNO at that time appeared to be the possession of just 
a certain few people. 


It was as though membership in UMNO was a special 
favor, and those who were accepted as members had to 


be grateful. 


“UMNO's ‘simple and liberal’ system and the liberty to 
make statements and to vote cannot be mortgaged. cise 11 
is not UMNO,” he declared. 


Datuk Musa 1s not surprised that certain people consider 
“But “unprincipied’ is now used of us when we do not 
side with or support a certain person,” he stated. 





[Text] Deputy UMNO President Ghafar Baba once said 
the present UMNO constitution 1s the best. 


Anwar Ibrahim made a statement that MNO branches 
have no authority to accept or reject applications for 
membership. According to the present UMNO constitu- 
tion, only the UMNO Supreme Council (MT) has the 
authority to accept or reyect an application. 
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ag med Says Two Rebel Groups ‘Sowing Terror’ 
ueva 

Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in English 

20 Feb 89 p 3 


[Text] Cabanatuan City—Separate groups of communist 
rebels—the New People’s Army (NPA) and the Bagong 
Hukbong Mapagpalaya ng Bayan (BHMB)—are sowing 
terror in Nueva Ecija while trying to penetrate both the 
urban communities and the countryside, the military 
here said yesterday. 


Colonel Ferdinand Lagman, PC [Philippine Constabu- 
lary] provincial commander, said in an interview with 
the local radio statio DWAU that 180 barangay in Nueva 
Ecija have been influenced by the insurgents. 


Lagman, however, vowed to crush the rebels or at least 
minimize their influence. “We have a different approach 
now in (dealing with) the insurgency problem in Nueva 
Ecija,” said Lagman. He did not say what the approach 
was. 


Lagman told the Correspondents Association of Nueva 
Ecija (CANE) that he and his men had been trying to 
endear themselves to the people, attending to their 
needs. “It is a tough job,” he said, “considering that 
Nueva Ecija (is known to be) the NPA’s hotbed in 
Central Luzon.” 


Both the NPA and the BHMB have been terrorizing the 
people, Lagman said. 


The BHMB is operating southwest of the province near 
its border with Pampanga. 


Last month, Vice-Mayor Ricardo Campos of Cabiao 
town was shot dead in broad daylight in front of his 
house by suspected BHMB rebels. 


In Cabanatuan City, urban guerrillas are reportedly 
taxing businessmen. 


But police chief Lieutenant Colonel Rogelio de Joya said 
they had made impressive gains in the government's 
anti-insurgency campaign. 


Last December, the police arrested two NPA tax collec- 
tors while collecting money from some residents. Police 
are preparing charges against Isagani Valle and Crispin 
Estabillo, who are detained in the police headquarters. 


Early last month, Armando Parungao, another suspected 
NPA tax collector, was killed in front of Maria Asunta 
seminary in an encounter with lawmen here. 


PHILIPPINES 23 


Last February 14, Antonio Lupinario, alias “Ka Jomar,” 
was gunned down by police operatives while collecting 
P{pesos]10,000 from one Rosalinda Domingo in the 
public market. Ka Jomar, said to be an aide of the slain 
NPA commander Ka Jim, joined the NPA in 1979, 
according to his sister. 


Tarlac Officials Deny Province Favored; Buscayno 
to 


Aquino , 
42000113c Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 19 Feb 89 p 13 


[“Inside ” column by Gerry Zaragoza: 
“Tarlac Officials Insist Their Province Is Not Favored”] 


[Excerpts] [Passage omitted] Last Thursday evening, 
prominent men and women of Tarlac Province had a big 
gathering at the Philippine International Convention 
Center. The affair was graced by President Aquino, 
herself a native of the province. 


The occasion was the celebration of the founding day of 
the Lingkod Tariac Foundation, which had been desig- 
nated by the Tarlac provincial government as the imple- 
menting arm of its province-wide project called “Rural 
Industrialization Can Happen,” or RICH, aimed at 
setting up at least one factory in each of the province's 17 
towns to provide jobs to the people. 


At the same time the gathering was meant to raise funds 
for the projects, now numbering about 40. 


Tarlac Governor Mar Ocampo clarified to the guests that 
the president was not lending her name to boost the fund 
raising. 


At the gathering, Budget Secretary Gem Carague, who 
also comes from Tarlac and is the cabinet officer for 
regional development (CORD) for Region III, likewise 
made efforts to dispel the possible misimpression that 
just because the president hails from Tarlac, huge devel- 
opment funds would flow into the province. 


Gem made it clear, in front of the president, that the 
government was not giving Tarlac special treatment. 


In fact, he said, none of the 20 largest infrastructure 
projects in the country are found in Tarlac, or even 
Region III. 


Bernabe Buscayno, alias Kumander Dante, who helped 
found the New People’s Army in 1969, was one of the 
illustrious sons of Tarlac present during the evening. 


[passage omitted] 


He is now organizing farmers in a cooperative and has 
been able to get P[pesos}4.8 million in loans from the 
Land Bank. 
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During the evening the shy, lean Dante, who was in blue 
jeans, approached the president and reported to her that 
in the area he works in, farmers are now able to produce 
120 cavans of palay per hectare with the prudent use of 
farm technology. The farmers are planning to buy equip- 
ment, he said, so they can mill their produce themselves. 


CHRONICLE Editorial Salutes Fortich ‘Service,’ 


42000113b Manila THE MANILA CHRONICLE in 
English 4 Feb 89 p 4 


[Editorial—“Fortich: Builder of Bridges to Peace” 


[Excerpts] The controversial prelate of Bacolod, Bishop 
Antonio Y. Fortich, has announced his retirement at age 
75 from active duty in the service of the people of Negros 
and the Catholic Church. 


Fortich is retiring after 45 years of service in the diocese 
of Bacolod where he has worked in various capacities 
since his ordination in 1944. He was elected bishop of 
Bacolod in 1967. 


Bishop Fortich’s retirement is marked by some fanfare 
with the news that he has been nominated by two foreign 
based groups for the Nobel Peace Prize for 1989. Fortich 
was cited by the U.S.-based American Friends Service 
Committee and five members of the Norwegian House 
of Commons for being “a steadfast Asian leader in the 
struggle for social justice and peace.” 


It is fitting that the Bishop of Bacolod has been so 
honored. For he has done well in a diocese that could 
only be considered a hardship post for any churchman 
concerned with the delivery of social justice and the 
upliftment of the masses.[passage omitted] 





PHILIPPINES 


For all that he has been to the people of Bacolod and 
Negros we salute Bishop Fortich on his retirement. The 
nation and the Church will miss his brand of courage and 


hope. 
NPA March, Rally at ‘Hero’s Burial’ in Metro 
Manila 


Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER in English 
17 Feb 89 p 3 


[“On Target” column by Ramon Tulfo] 


[Excerpt] While the New People’s Army [NPA] 

” buried a dead comrade yesterday, military 
intelligence agents were either taking a nap or collecting 
tong somewhere else. 


Efren Reyes, 23, shot dead by PC [Philippine Constab- 
ulary] soldiers he and some fellow sparrows ambushed in 
Angono, Rizal, 6 February, was buried at noon at the La 
Loma Cemetery in Quezon City. 


His colleagues gave him a hero’s burial. His tombstone 
identified him as a member of the Alex Boncayao 
Brigade, the NPA liquidation squad operating in Metro 
Manila. 


Had the intelligence been awake or doing its job, the 
military would have identified many sparrows who have 
been assassinating soldiers and cops left and right. For 
the Reyes burial was attended by a number of them. 


The whole proceeding, which started in Caloocan City 
with a two-hour march to the Quezon City cemetery, was 
witnessed by the INQUIRER’s Boy Cabrido and Nick 


Sagmit from another newspaper. 


Ali the while, military intelligence, which monitors 
movements of “enemies,” was absent. 
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Libyan Trade Delegation’s Visit Reported 
BK0904111589 Bangkok Voice of Free Asia in Thai 
1030 GMT 7 Apr 89 


'Text] According to a Commercial Relations Depart- 
ment report, a Libyan trade and economic delegation 
visited Thailand recently to explore bilateral trade pos- 
sibilities and to strengthen existing trade relations. To 
date, most Thai-Libya trade has been conducted by the 
private sector. The Libyan delegation informed Thailand 
that it wanted trade with Thailand to be conducted 
through countertrade. Libya would like to sell oil and 
cement and to buy Thai clothes. It said Thai clothes are 
popular on the Libyan market. Most of Libya’s imports 
of Thai products is through third countries; the delega- 
tion came to explore the possibility of direct trade with 
Thailand. 


The Thai side informed the Libyan delegation that since 
most trade between the two countries to date has been 
conducted by the private sector, it is likely that negotia- 
tions between high level authorities of the two countries 
will be necessary to start the countertrade system. As 
Libya wanted to buy Thai clothes, the Commercial 
Relations Department invited a Libyan trade delegation 
to visit the Bangkok Ready To Wear 1989 fair in 
Bangkok during 21-30 April which will enable the dele- 
gation to buy directly from Thai manufacturers. 


As Thailand is self-sufficient in cement and exports a 
considerable amount, Thailand and Libya are competi- 
tors in foreign cement markets. On the Libyan offer to 
sell oil, Thailand currently imports 40 percent of its 
crude oil needs each from the Middle East and Asian 
countries and produces 20 percent domestically. 


More Checkpoints To Open on Lao Border 
BK0904023389 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
9 Apr 89 p 3 


[Excerpt] Four more permanent border checkpoints with 
Laos are to be opened under a Cabinet decision. 


The checkpoints, proposed by the National Security 
Council, are at That Phanom District in Nakhon Pha- 
nom, Chiang Saen District in Chiang Rai, Khemarat 
District in Ubon Ratchathani, Chiang Khan District of 
Loei and in Mukdahan Province. 


Along with the four checkpoints, the Cabinet also 
decided to open a permanent checkpoint at Tha Uthen 
District of Nakhon Phanom Province. 


In Nong Khai, Thai, and Lao authorities have agreed to 
crack down on smuggling and other forms of crime along 
the Mekong River. 


Nong Khai Governor Santi Manikan and Vientiane'’s 
Thaso Siho Bannavong said on Friday illegal trading was 
thriving on islands and dunes in Tha Bo, Si Chiangmai 
and Muang districts. 
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The authorities will inform local traders that contraband 
trading is illegal and will take measures to stop fraud by 
traders as well as buffalo and vehicle thefts across the 
river. [passage omitted] 


Bankers Explore Indochina Opportunities 
42000118a Bangkok THE NATION in English 
22 Mar 89 p 14 


[Text] The Bank of Thailand is prepared to support Thai 
banks wishing to open branches in Laos and would 
encourage similar moves into Burma and the other 
Indochinese countries, a senior Central Bank official 
said. 


Two or three Thai banks have formally submitted appli- 
cations to the Bank of Thailand for permission to open 
branches in Laos. Paisarl Kumalayavisai, Central Bank 
deputy governor, said applications for Burma and Kam- 
puchea would also be viewed favourable if the two 
countries’ political problenis ease. 


He indicated that branches in Burma and Kampuchea 
would be beneficial because the two countries would 
need to build up their economies. 


Several Thai banks have sent staff to survey economic 
conditions in Laos. Among them are the Bangkok, Thai 
Military, Thai Farmers, Krung Thai and Siam Commer- 
cial banks. Even the Union Bank has asked the Bank of 
Thailand for permission to invest in a joint venture 
banking investment in Laos in partnership with Kunying 
Suwannee Phuapharot, the wealthy Nakhon Ratchasima 
businesswoman. 


The Nakornthon Bank is shortly to receive similar 
permission from the Vietnamese authorities. In Febru- 
ary the bank issued a letter of credit through Banque 
Nationale de Paris’ representative office in Vietnam to 
finance a Bt!00 million deal for importing wood from 
Vietnam. 


The Thai Farmers’ Bank is preparing to open a branch in 
Chiang Khong district of Chiang Rai later this year. The 
land has already been acquired. On Sunday, Krung Thai 
Bank opened a branch at Pua district of Nan Province. 


Paisarl plays an important role in setting out the guide- 
lines and making the necessary amendments to Bank of 
Thailand regulations so that Thai commercial banks can 
open branches in Indochina or participate in joint ven- 
tures. 


PRK Border Area Preparations for Trade 
42000110a Bangkok THE NATION in English 
5 Mar 89 p 3 


[Text] Klong Luek, Aranyaprathet—The prospect that 
the border checkpoint at this once bustling trading route 
between Thailand and Kampuchea will! be reopened 
following a settlement of the Kampuchean conflict has 
sent the prices of land skyrocketting. 
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Land speculators and businessmen have in the past few 
weeks begun surveying the areas around the checkpoint, 
which is about 10 kilometres from Aranyaprathet's 
downtown, according to Major Thongin Daengpayak of 
Muang District. 


Thongin said the prospect of Kampuchean peace and 
Prime Minister Chatchai Chunhawan's policy of turning 
the battlefield in Indochina into a trade zone has driven 
real estate developers to set their eyes on prime areas 
around the border checkpoint which links Aranyaprathet 
with Poipet. 


“A piece of land which used to cost about 4,000-5,000 
baht a rai is now 13,000-15,000 baht,” he said. 


Another reason for the rising land prices, he said, is the 
increasing demand for land to grow eucalyptus trees. 


Khiong Luek checkpoint was closed down immediately 
after the Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea at the end 
of 1978. The train service between the two countries was 


also suspended. 


Deputy Foreign Minister Praphat Limpaphan and Dep- 
uty Interior Minister Watthana Atsawahem toured the 
border checkpoint during their visit to Aranyaprathet 
last week. 


Praphat said the checkpoint should be reopened as soon 
as peace returns to Kampuchea. 


“We are here on a fact-finding tour to prepare grounds 
for future trade,” said Praphat. 


In talks at the town hall in Aranyaprathet, Praphat also 
assured provincial officials and representatives of busi- 
ness community in the district that the government will 
try its best to help facilitate trading with Kampuchea. 


Despite the official boycott of the Phnom Penh regime, 
trade between the two countries has continued almost 
undisrupted for years. Last year, the two-way trade 
amounted to more than Bt! billion, according to an 
estimate made by a senior Foreign Ministry official. 


Prime Minister Chatchai recently suggested that import 
of wood from Kampuchea will be soon legalized to ease 
timber shortage in the country as a result of the logging 
ban nationwide. 


Local traders here want the government to reopen the 
checkpoint now because they believe that peace in Kam- 
puchea is already here. Several years after the Vietnam- 
ese invasion, areas on the Kampuchean side of the 
checkpoint were scenes of heavy fighting between the 
Vietnamese-backed Heng Samrin troops and Khmer 
resistance fighters. 


THAILAND 


But Praphat reiterated that trading through Khlong Luek 
checkpoint would be permitted only after the settlement 
of the Kampuchean conflict. When the political atmo- 
sphere improves, the trade atmosphere will also 
improve, Praphat said, referring to the situation in 
Kampuchea and the prospect of trading with Phnom 
Penh. 


According to a high-ranking Army officer, even though 
the Kampuchean conflict will end soon, it would take 
some time before the whole area around Luek 
will be turned into a marketplace. “The reason is simple, 
thousands of landmines and booby traps are everywhere. 
It would take months or even years to completely defuse 
all of them,” he said. 


A sign of business prospect came when an abandoned 
customs house not far from the demarcation line was 
freshly repainted recently. 


Furthermore, local businessmen wete discussing plans to 
build three more new medium-size hotels in Aranyapra- 
thet, Thongin said. 


He said that in the future more tourists would come to 
this border town for sightseeing and shopping at the 
border area. 


When Premier Hun Sen of Kampuchea visited Bangkok 
last month, he urged Chatchai to resume the train service 
between Aranyaprathet and Phnom Penh and develop 
the areas into a tourist spot. Chatchai said he would 


In the past few months, according to military officials 
guarding this border post, there have been no fresh 
skirmishes around the border areas. 


“We have reduced our troops strength in the area by 60 
per cent,” said Lt Gen Phanom Jinavijarana, deputy 
commander of the Burapha Task Force. 


Phanom said the improvement of political atmosphere 
between Thailand and Kampuchea has lessened the 
tensions along the border. 


Chatchai Advisor Comments on Indochina Policy 
42000110b Bangkok THE NATION in English 
1 Mar 89 pp I, 3 


[Excerpt] The Chatichai administration's economic pol- 
icy towards Indochina is based on a “businessmen’s 
approach” to seize opportunities “even though we may 
have to ignore diplomatic protocols at times,” the prime 
minister's chief adviser said yesterday. 


Mr Van Chansue said Thailand must stand ready to step 
into the Indochinese markets once Vietnam pulls out its 
troops from Kampuchea “to block advances in the same 
direction by Japan and France.” 











JPRS-SEA-89-016 
20 April 1989 


In an exclusive interview with THE NATION, Van, 
chairman of the prime minister's official advisory board, 
admitted that some of the actions taken by the present 
government towards Indochina may not have taken 
“proper political or diplomatic protocols” into consid- 
eration. He said the “methods and style” might also have 
been unconventional by previous standards but they 
were nonetheless carried out for the sake of national 
interests. 


Van was apparently referring to the series of controver- 
sial moves taken by the Chatichai government including 
the visit by Hun Sen, premier of the Phnom Penh's 


“We have to adopt a businessmen’s approach under such 
circumstances because timing is very crucial. We have to 
fact the fact that we cannot afford to miss out on the 
opportunities that present themselves in Indochina once 
peace returns. Japan, being a mayor economic power, 
and France, which once colonized the Indochinese coun- 
tries, are poised to step in to seize the economic oppor- 
tunities if we didn't prepare ourselves for the major turn 
of events,” Van said. 


The well-known business tycoon reiterated that the 
activities related to trade and investment in Indochina 
so far are only “preparatory steps” laid down for imple- 
mentation after Vietnam pulls out of Kampuchea. 


Thailand, he stressed, must stand ready to act fasi—to 
move in “the next day after Vietnamese troops are 
withdrawn from Kampuchea.” He said Thai economic 
activities can be launched on the condition that Hanoi 
lives up to its troop withdrawal pledge. “And that's the 
vital condition based on which we will do business with 
Indochina,” he added. 


minister to permit free import of logs from neighbouring 
countries into Thailand “but we must make sure that the 
wood brought in will not be exported without sufficient 
value being added through processing—or else we won't 
be able to solve the problem of shortage of wood.” 


an said Prime Minister Chatichai and Foreign Minister 
Siddhi Sevetsla remain on good termes despite reports on 
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basis. But Minister Siddhi said he couldn't _—- 
ane Sp ou ip Grae © cowl Coe. ae 
serious differences between the two,” the premier’s chief 

adviser said. 


MP Surin Phitsuwan Comments on Cambodia 
42070072 Bangkok SIAM RAT in Thai 12 Feb 89 p 3 


[Interview with Mr Surin Phitsuwan, a Democrat MP 
from Nakhon Sithammarat Province and a member of 
the House Foreign Affairs Subcommittee, date and place 
not specified] 


[Excerpt] [Question] | would like to ask what you think 
about the foreign policy of the prime minister and his 
invitation to Mr Hun Sen to visit Thailand. 


[Answer] | admire the prime minister for trying to solve 
the Cambodia problem, which has been a chronic prob- 
lem for 11 years now. However, | am not sure that our 
existing foreign affairs system is ready for the new style 
exhibited by the prime minister, who is rather precipi- 
tous. It is my understanding that he wants a system with 
the strength and efficiency to keep up with him. 


What concerns me is his way of thinking. He likes to 
jump into things right away. There must be a committee 
to oversee things to ensure that things are done in a 
diplomatic manner. He has said that it would be good to 
talk with Heng Sarmin and Hun Sen. That is a rather 
progressive idea. He is willing to risk a lot to gain a lot. 
But the various committees, particularly those con- 
cerned with foreign affairs, must systematize these ideas, 
stipulate directions, and prepare lines for him. 


Our present system does not facilitate the creative ideas 
of the prime minister. Another point is that the prime 
minister cannot rely on or use the existing institutions 
concerned with foreign affairs. He has to rely on other 
units, that is, the military. | am not sure if that is the 
most appropriate method or whether that will really 
benefit the country in the long term. Because the prime 
minister does not have a choice. | am afraid that the 


country’s will be under the control of regular 
government officials, who, in principle, should not have 
anything to do with this. 


[Question] Would you say a little more about the long- 
term disadvantages” 


[Answer] After implementing an acrobatic policy like 
this, we have to turn to a more diplomatic system. That 
is inevitable. We have to rely on ASEAN in carrying on 
negotiations to solve the Cambodia policy. We have to 
rely on the United Nations in order to guarantee the 
honesty of the elections in Cambodia. What concerns me 
is that friendly countries and international organizations 
will hesitate to play a role in solving this problem, 














world. Second, we once said that this was an interna- 
tional problem. But by taking this action, it's as if others 
aren't concerned. This will affect our creden- 
tials. Our allies will begin to waver. Don't forget thai 
more than | 29 countries 


There was nothing wrong with meeting Hun Sen. But it 
didn’t have to take place in Thailand. We could have met 
him elsewhere, which would have been more appropri- 
ate. Thus, we must take steps to reduce the confusion, 
which would affect the negotiations aimed at solving this 
problem. 


[Question] What is the best way to do that? 


[Answer] First of all, ASEAN must understand our 
policy. We must make them realize that the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and the Office of the Prime Minister are 
not at odds with cach other. We must show them that we 
will not do to violate the trust that they have in 
us. Their in us has been badly shaken. 


Besides the ASEAN countries, we must take steps to 
ensure that the great powers, such as our allies in Europe. 
the United States, Japan, and Australia, understand our 
policy. 


[Question] Are you saying that we lost more than we 
gained by inviting Hun Sen to visit Thailand” 


[Answer] In the short term, because this has caused 
much confusion. But in the long term, it depends on 
whether we have to explain our policy to them and show 
them that this was the right policy. We have to give them 
assurances that we will not take such steps very often. 
that is, that we will not take action unilaterally without 
informing them of what we intend to do. We still don't 
know if inviting Hun Sen here was a good idea or not. It 
did serve to revive people's interest in this. But the bad 
thing is that this generated much confusion. That is, 
many people are now suspicious about the JIM 2 con- 
ference. They are unsure about the results of the previous 
activities now that informal diplomacy has been used. 
[Question] What should Thailanc’'s policy be? 
[Answer] The best thing for j...iand would be the 


establishment of a neutral Cambodia that is not con- 
trolied by Thailand, Vietnam, or China. In cooperation 





[Question] What is your view on the policy of the 


such as China. We may have gone beyond what is 
appropriate. 


1 would like to find a middie point between the views of 
Prime Minister Chatchai and those of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. [passage omitted] 


Government Urged To Save GSP 
BK 1204013089 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
12 Apr 89 p 28 


[Text] The Federation of Thai Industries, Thai Chamber 
of Commerce and Thai Bankers’ Association jointly 
asked the Government yesterday to try to maintain the 
country’s Generalised System of Preferences [GSP] 
granted by the United States. 


The three bodies suggested that negotiations with the 
U.S. on the GSP issue be separated from the problems 
over intellectual property nights as GSP only involved 
trade matters. 


They also said Thailand should give more protection to 
intellectual property as this would benefit Thailand's 
economic development in the long-run because intellec- 
tual property rights was an international issuc, not a 
bilateral one. 


The three organisations reported to the Joint Public and 
Private Consultative Committee yesterday that Thailand 
had received many GSP benefits from other countries. 
During the first half last year GSP privileges accounted 
for about $1,750 million. 


The U.S., m an attempt to pressure Thailand into 
providing more protection for intellectual property, has 
erected a number of trade barriers and other forms of 
protection, including cuts to GSP privileges on Thai 
exports of floor tiles, artificial flowers and timber furni- 
ture. 


The U.S. reduced the Competitive Need Limits on these 
three items from 50 percent to 25 percent so Thai 
exports will exceed the U.S. ceiling and result in the 
cancellation of GSP rights. 
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Jewellery exports may face a similar fate in the near 
future and this could cause serious problems because of 


the large labour force involved. 


The three organisations also called for flexibility in the 
pattern and climate of negotiations between Thailand 
and the U.S. at all levels, both private and public sector. 


On the U.S. Omnibus Trade and Competitiveness Act of 
1988, the organisations suggested that the Government 
try to separate lations on trade issues and intellec- 


tual property rights as the two were being confused and 
causing problems. 
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VNA-TASS - cree Memo Signed in 
Moscow 27 Mar 

BK2803 155189 Hanoi VNA in English 

1445 GMT 28 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 28—The memo on coopera- 
tion between the Vietnam News Agency (VNA) and the 
Soviet News Agency T.A.S.S was signed in Moscow on 
March 27. 


were V.N.A. General Director Dao Tung and 
T.AS.S. Director General L. Kravtrenko. 


The document provides for raising the speed and quality 
of news and photo transmission between the two agen- 
cies through the use of micro-processors and high-speed 
satellite communication. 


Van Linh on Relations With India, 


42090176 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in 
Vietnamese 2 Feb 89 p 2 


[Interview with Nguyen Van Linh, the party general 
secretary, by Hong Dang during an official trip to India 
to attend the 39th anniversary of the Republic of India: 
“Strengthening Cooperative Relations Between Vietnam 
and India, New Factors for National Development”™] 


a an eS January in a moment of 
time following a reception for Indian guests, we had 
a chance to talk with the general secretary. We asked him 
his impressions after 3 days in India. Even though he was 
tired after a very busy day (on the flight from Bombay to 
New Dethi, he held a conference with Prime Minister 
Rajiv Gandhi, and after arriving in New Dethi, he met 
with five groups of Indians), when we asked him ques- 


tions, he gladly responded: 


“I met with Prime Minister Gandhi three times. Our 
talks were very open, and we understood each other. He 
iS very interested in what we are doing and analyzed the 
important problems in our efforts to make changes. 
Prime Minister Gandhi has deep sympathy for Vietnam. 
The Indian people sympathized with us during our 
struggle against the imperialists, and now they under- 
stand the problems that we face in the process of making 
changes and eliminating poverty and backwardness. 
India is a large country that won independence less than 
50 years ago and so it still has many of the economic and 
social problems of a developing country. It has had many 
very useful experiences applicable to us. As for relations 
with Vietnam, India is confident of our loyal friendship 
and cooperation. This friendly relationship has a long 
history. Indian culture reached Vietnam by peaceful 
means over a period of hundreds of years. During 
theperiod in which Vietnam waged a struggle against 
imperialism for national independence, India was a 
staunch friend. In the international environment in 
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which there is a shift toward more peaceful relations, 
strong relations between Vietnam and India will be an 
important factor for bringing about peace in this region 
and enabling relations to develop even better. This will 
benefit the development of India and Vietnam as well as 
South Asia and Southeast Asia. This will also contribute 
to establishing a more peaceful, democratic, and equita- 
ble world order. 


“As for Vietnam, as a result of my recent meetings with 
important Indian guests, | have seen that our Indian 
friends sincerely want to build a cooperative relationship 
with us and that they want to provide practical help, 
from providing materials to sharing their experiences 
with us. They have a very broad understanding of the 
economic difficulties that we are striving to overcome, 
and they have made concrete proposals to provide us 
with materials. What pleases me even more is their 
willingness to share their experiences to help us develop 
in the economic, scientific and technical, cultural, and 
social spheres. There was unity on that point in my 
meetings and discussions with Indians. We must find a 
way to study and make use of their experiences in 
building the country, because India has already solved a 
number of the problems now confronting us. 


“I think that the Indian people have great sympathy for 
Vietnam. There are many active political parties and 
factions in India. Even though they disagree on many 
domestic issues, they are united in their viewpoint on 
Vietnam. Thus, solidifying friendly relations between 
Vietnam and India is an important issue and has an 
important position in Vietnam's national development 
Strategy.” 


We had to temporarily end the conversation at that 
point, because the general secretary had another function 
to attend that evening. He said that he hoped that we 
could continue the conversation when he had another 
free moment during the trip. 


We were able to talk with him again at the Mughal 
Sheraton Hotel in Agra before dinner. This time, we 
talked about various cultural and social problems: 


This afternoon, we visited one of India’s and the world’s 
most famous historical sites, the Taj Mahal. During the 
trip there, we heard you express you admiration for 
India’s artistic skills. Did the powerful impressions of 
this country’s artworks make you think about the task of 
modernizing a traditional culture? 


“Yes, the Taj Mahal is one of the wonders of the world. 
It is a storehouse of mankind's culture. It is a combina- 
tion of the scientific talents and diligent labor of people 
of previous centuries. The important thing is that 
throughout the centuries, the Indian people have pre- 
served this wonderful cultural structure for succeeding 
generations. We must think about this concept of passing 
on important cultural artifacts. India is concerned not 
only about preserving the relics of the past but also about 
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maintain cultural traditions. | attended the closing per- 
formance of the 89th Apna Utsa People’s Artistic Festi- 
val in Bombay. The various items on the 

showed the subtleness of the national color that has been 
handed down and developed by the Indian people. This 
has enabled Indian culture to absorb the essense of 
human culture while retaining its own traditional flavor. 
India’s cultural roots have created a firm basis for the 
development of a modern civilized society. The point 
that concerns us is to how use the national culture to 
develop such a society. This must be studied carefully so 
that we can make use of this. 


“If I remember correctly, in his welcoming speech at the 
reception on the evening of 25 January, Prime Minister 
Gandhi said that ‘neither of our countries is bound by 
past experience or old thinking that refuses to recognize 
the necessity of implementing reforms and making 
changes. Progress means changing, and changing means 
meeting new challenges. We must be flexible. Being 
flexible in ideology and spirit will enable us to meet the 
new challenges and prepare suitable responses.’ | think 
that he was entirely correct. India has taken appropriate 
steps in order to meet today’s challenges based on a spirit 
of respect for the people and on a strong national culture. 
India’s line of self-reliance is not a narrow form of 
self-reliance but is a struggle to manifest its internal 
strength based on transmission down through the ages. 


“We can see the development based on this culture in 
today’s buildings, such as the hotel in which we are 
staying. This is a modern, comfortable hotel, but it still 
bears the national color. 


“The national spirit of India is manifested in consump- 
tion viewpoints. Everything that is produced domesti- 
cally is used instead of importing goods from abroad 
even though the quality of the domestic goox's is not as 
high as that of foreign goods. What do we th.ak about 
this lesson? Many of the goods produced in our country 
are about equal to imports in terms of quality. And even 
if quality is not quite as good, people should use domes- 
tic goods in order to help production expand and grad- 
ually improve the quality of commodities in order to 
help carry out the three economic programs. We must 
quickly cure the disease of ‘worshiping imported goods.’ 


“We can see the development of India’s national culture 
in its modern structures, such as the hotel in which we 
are staying, a hotel that has all the modern conveniences 
but which still bears the national color. This will cer- 
tainly attract foreign visitors. | hope that our tourist 
industry will manifest its strength and look for special 
national characteristics that can be used to attract tour- 
ists, expand this ‘smokeless’ industry, and create a basis 
for developing our economy in other spheres.” 


Evening fell, and in the distance, the Taj Majal was a 
golden color in the fading rays of the setting sun. The 
general secretary fell silent, lost in thought. 
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A few moments later, he remembered us and said: 
“Based on the agreements that we have reached during 
this trip, we must implement the cooperative programs. 
First of all, we must overcome the obstacles and exploit 
the jute mills in Ho Chi Minh City and Ben Tre. After 
that, we must discuss specific scientific and technical 
and cultural proposals. 


“I would like to take this opportunity to say a few more 
things to the people of the city. Our country is passing 
through a period of revolutionary change with many 
twists and turns. The past 2 years have been a period of 
great challenge for the entire party and all the people. We 
have all been making a great effort to overcome the 
serious effects of bureaucratic centralism and state sub- 
sidies. An evaluation of the results of 2 years of imple- 
menting the resolution of the 6th Congress has shown 
that the only way to move the country forward is to 
eliminate bureaucratic centralism and state subsidies 
and make an effort to expand our socialist commodity 
economy based on manifesting democratic openness, 
striving to stabilize the situation in order to expand, and 
promptly seizing the important opportunities that will 
arise in 1989. We must make a united effort to build a 
stable economy based on democracy and law. We must 
have democracy in order to manifest the potential and 
exploit the contributions of all people. And there must be 
laws in order to protect the democratic rights and 
ownership rights of the people, not in order to violate or 
abuse democratic openness or overturn social order. 
Today, whoever supports the new change must do so by 
contributing to building a path for the country. Change 
cannot be reversed, but the speed of change depends on 
the resolve and contributions of each person. Everyone 
must make specific contributions to carrying out the 
work of each element in every sphere in the social 
apparatus. This is the reality, and we must all live and 
work with this reality. 


“On the occasion on the coming Tet festival, I would like 
to wish the people a happy Tet. | wish them a prosperous 
new year and hope that they and their families are well. 
We must all make an effort to ensure a prosperous future 
for our people and country. We must all work to make 
this a reality in our beloved country.” 


Nguyen Van Linh Addresses Mass Media Leaders 
42090174B Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 15 Feb 89 p 1 


[Editorial: “Magnify the Points of Light To Repulse the 
Darkness”’} 


[Text] Recently, VCP [Vietnamese Communist Party] 
General Secretary Nguyen Van Linh worked with the 
leadership comrades of the mass media organs in Ho Chi 
Minh City. During the work sessions, the General Sec- 
retary talked about a number of features of the nation’s 
over-all situation. He emphasized that “The economic- 
social situation is still beset with many severe difficul- 
ties, but we have achieved a number of results in the 
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spheres of economics, democratizing social life and 
external affairs, security, and national defense activities. 
ee a pel pr dene gr pans 
the party resolutions regarding the renovation of man- 


although they are only points of light.” 


The General Secretary praised the good points, and 
pointed out the deficiencies of the press, and emphasized 
that the press is responsible for going down to the basic 
level, studying and investigating, analyzing, recapitulat- 
ing, and disseminating the good models, and for mullti- 
plying the points of light in order to repulse the darkness. 
He admonished the press to continue to effectively 
Oppose negativism, while concentrating on introducing 
the good models that have appeared and are appearing in 
the course of renovation. He said, “We must not write to 
‘embellish’ or write one-sidedly or excessively, but must 
write accurately and in accordance with the truth, and 
must bring out both the good and the bad, analyze the 
reasons, and guide the people so that they can emulate 
what is correct and avoid what is incorrect. The press 
specifically, and the ideological work generally, must 
enable party members and the masses to fully realize the 
difficulties, while also fully realizing the advantages and 
advances. The press must renovate, but as is true with 
regard to renovation in general, it must search out the 
good and guard against the bad. Of course, we must not 
return to the style of official newspapers. The party 
committee echelons must lead the press. Leading does 
not mean ordering that certain articles be written, but 
providing the press with the lines and stands of the party 
and informing it about the situation.” 


The leadership cadres of the mass media organs and the 
journalists in Ho Chi Minh City are enthusiar*ic over the 
concern, care, encouragement, and stimulation by Gen- 
eral Secretary Nguyen Van Linh. We will study and 
assimilate the opinions of the General Secretary and 
relate those opinions to our actual work, in order to 
develop the good points, overcome the deficiancies, and 
continue to renovate the press in correct accordance with 
the instructions of the party and the General Secretary. 
The press of Ho Chi Minh City, with the experience of 
recent years, will endeavor to fulfill its responsibility well 
and, along with the press of the entire nation, contribute 
positively to the great undertaking of renovation called 
for by the resolution of the Sixth Party Congress, con- 
tribute to transforming the economic-social situation, 
and quickly enable our country to escape from its slug- 
gishness and improve the lives of the people. 


Son La Province Admits New Party Members 
42090178b Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
20 Feb 89 p 3 


[Unattributed article: “Son La: 1,523 New Party Mem- 
bers During 1988") 


[Text] Party committee echelons in Son La Province 
have strengthened the supervision and promotion of 
party development work. During the past 2 years, the 
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entire province admitted 1,523 active members of the 
masses to the party. Of this number, women accounted 
for 18.7 percent, ethnic minorities 30.4 percent, youth 
union members 57.: percent, and party members admit- 
ted from the rural area accounted for 13.55 percent. 
Their quality, compared to previous years, was better. 
The number with primary level general school educa- 
tions accounted for 25.6 percent, middle-level general 
school levels 45.11 percent, high-level college levels 9.7 
percent, and middle-level college levels 14.5 percent. 


A number of locations have done well in party develop- 
ment such as Son La City and the district party commit- 
tees of Song Ma, Mai Son and Thuan Chau. At the 
present time, there are still 500 who have been trained in 
preparation for entry during the first part of 1989. 


However, some places are still weak and quantities have 
declined, such as Yen Chau, Muong La, the public 
security party organization, and the provincial party 
civil agencies. 


Do Muoi Receives Ha Tuyen Women's Delegation 
BK2803 150189 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
2300 GMT 27 Mar 89 


[Text] On the morning of 26 March at the presidential 
palace, Comrade Do Muoi, member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the Coun- 
cil of Ministers, cordially met 68 women—members of 
the Ha Tuyen provincial delegation—who were visiting 
the capital. The women are heads of the women’s unions 
in 8 districts and 33 villages along the border, and typical 
cadres and members of various highland women’s action 
movements in Ha Tuyen province. 


On behalf of the party Central Committee and the 
Council of Ministers, Chairman Do Muoi welcomed the 
multiethnic women’s delegation from Ha Tuyen prov- 
ince. He praised the women for their many great contri- 
butions to the firm defense of the country's border arez 
and for their progress in building the local economy. He 
conveyed his best regards to the people and women of a!' 
nationalities in Ha Tuyen province and wished that they, 
together with all other people and troops, would unite 
closely to firmly defend the country's border, to imple- 
ment well the 1989 state plan, to gradually alleviate 
difficulties in their everyday life, and to comprehen- 
sively develop the mountainous area. 


Fatherland Front Tasks for 1989 Set 
42090174A Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 14 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by “H.M.": “Main Task of the 1989 Front 
Work: Participating in Building and Implementing 
Democracy and Law in Society”] 


[Text] For 2 days—i2 and 13 February 1989—the 
Presidium of the Vietnam Fatherland Front [VFF] met 
in Ho Chi Minh City with representatives of the VFF 
committees of the provinces, municipalities, and special 
zones in the south to discuss the implementation of the 
1989 work program. 
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Comrade Pham Van Kiet, VFF General Secretary, pre- 
sented the 1989 work program, according to which the 
foremost objective of the front work in 1989 is partici- 
pating in building and implementing democracy and law 
in society. Specifically, the VFF committees at all levels 
will take the initiative in participating in amending and 
supplementing the Law Organizing People’s Councils 
and People’s Committees and the law regarding the 
election of people's committees at all levels, and in 
Organizing the coming people's council elections at all 
levels truly democratically and in accordance with the 
law. 


The VFF committees at all levels and the component 
organizations must study and grasp the laws that have 
been promulgated, encourage the people to carry them 


and the People’s Assessor to operate effectively. Their 
third major responsibility is to participate in drafting a 
number of laws, in accordance with the programs of the 
people's councils and the National Assembly, and take 
the initiative in making recommendations regarding the 
1990 legislative program. 


In expressing their opinions at the conference, many 
representatives added to the tasks with which the VFF 
must be concerned, such as acting on law suits and 
complaints by the people, religious and ethnic problems, 
etc. 


In recapitulating the conference Nguyen Huu Tho, chair- 
man of the VFF central committee, stated that the 
opinions expressed were just and would be included in 
the VFF work program immediately, and that the VFF 
will also endeavor to bring about the positive resolution 
of the above-mentioned problems. 


Faulty Procedures Slow Party Admissions 
42090178a Hanoi HANOI MOI in Vietnamese 
10 Feb 89 p 2. 4 


[Article by Quang Huy: “Some Thoughts on Party 
Development During 1988")} 


[Text] During 1988, the municipal party organization 
admitted 4,183 party members (if the data from Phuc 
Tho District is added, nearly equal to 1987). Of this 
number, 44.5 percent were Ho Chi Minh Communist 
Youth Union members, 33.2 percent were women, 27.5 
percent were workers directly engaged in production, 
10.2 percent were agricultural cooperative cadres and 
members, 7 percent were teachers, and | percent were 
small industry and handicraft cooperative cadres and 
members. Those with middle-level general school educa- 
tional levels and above accounted for 84.8 percent, 
including 32.1 percent college level and above. Party 
Organizations doing well in this task were those in Dong 
Da, Hai Ba Trung, Hoan Kiem, Gia Lam, Dong Anh, 
Thanh Tri, Tu Liem, Soc Son, and Son Tay. 
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The results above were thanks to the efforts of nearly 
1,300 primary level party organizations. However, men- 
tion must also be made of the guidance and supervision 
of the Municipal Party Committee's organization 
department and the organization departments of ward, 


mittee echelons. These sessions were all aimed at an 
objective of alleviating the difficulties of primary level 
units and providing guidance in records and procedures. 
Specialists of the Municipal Party Committee organiza- 
tion department also visited primary level units for a 
direct examination of undecided ward and district ech- 
elons before approved resolutions were issued. 


For nearly 9 years, since the promulgation of Directive 
15 of the Standing Committee of the Municipal Party 
Committee on this work, party committee echelons from 
the municipal to the primary level have devoted efforts 
in making party development a procedure and have 
achieved effective results. However, many cases have 
occurred during the process of achievement organization 
that have required correction and improvement. Gener- 
ally speaking, nearly all primary level party units have 
achieved a firm grasp of the guidelines, courses, objec- 
tives and requirements of party development work but in 
application, some locations have been arbitrary in set- 
ting standards or have reduced standards and condi- 
tions, dealing harshly with on« individual and loosely 
with another. 


Extremely few members of the masses who have straight- 
forwardly criticized the faults of cadres and leaders have 
been trained and assisted by party members and 

for admission to the party. Last year, nearly all individ- 
uals admitted to the party were outstanding members of 
the masses. However, many were also those who became 
party members because of their labor diligence, “docile” 
and “wholesome” work, etc. In reading the files of 
prospects for admission to the party, some mention 
shortcomings and in all is recorded, “A weak struggle 
and criticism spirit, still hesitant, saving face, etc.” Some 
party members throughout their probationary period 
and in party chapter meetings have never expressed one 
opinion. There are also those who have struggled to enter 
the pariy with unclear motives and who, during their 
time as prospects, members of the party committee 
echelon and party members, have been self-satisfied with 
their political objectives anc wawilling to engage in 
self-cultivation and training az! so have been afflicted 
with small shortcomings to great mistakes. They are 
therefore no longer worthy of standing in the vanguard 
ranks. During 1987, there were 107 cases and in 1988 
another | 26 cases in which names had to be erased from 
the roster of probationary party members. 


This indicates that party development work ha: still not 
been conducted in depth or in a uniform manner. Every 
year, nearly 60 to 65 percent of primary level party units 
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conduct party member admissions. If every one gave 
attention to this work {except for those without the 
necessary conditions), the municipal party organization 
each year would acquire about |,000 additional party 
members. One less than encouraging condition is that 
the party development situation in the small industry 
and handicraft school area has not shifted much. This 
inaction is caused primarily by the party committee 
echelons and party members in that area because upper 
echelons are only concerned about supervision but not 
about change. In the intellectual circle, many individuals 
clearly reveal an ideology of clinging to each other's 
sleeves and are afraid to enter the party because their 
friends will surpass them. At meetings in some locations, 
the masses criticize the party chapter for neglecting party 
development work but when a notice is posted request- 


Although only a phenomenon, it causes the party com- 
mittee echelon to spend no little time in verification, 


prolonging the file completion period. 


Another factor delaying party development work is that 
many party committee echelons are truly clumsy in file 
establishment. There is no firm grasp of new circulars 
and directives so application is erroneous. Many loca- 
tions are hesitant when required to verify the personal 
histories of prospects. An examination of many primary 
level party units has indicated that only about 20 to 30 
percent of the prospects enter the party each year. Some 
prospects have a “tenure” of 10 to 15 years and have 
“graduated” from two or three courses on party entry 
but still remain prospects. 


One thing needing attention is that party committee 
echelons with an approval function must further reno- 
vate the review step. Open replies must be nade to the 
primary level party committee echelon about the length 
of time that elapses between receipt of a file and issuance 
of the approval resolution. Any file lacking anything 
must be immediately reported for completion by the 
primary level. Files should not be “contemplated” for 6 
or 7 months. To do so creates suspicion among the lower 
echelons which is the very cause of obstruction in party 
development work 


MILITARY 


Technical Training for Special 
42090169a Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 
Vietnamese 9 Feb 89 p 2 


[Article by Colonel Pham Tho, commander of the Spe- 
cial Operations Branch's Training School: “Special 
Operations Infantry Group M13 Regards Branch’'s Tech- 
nical Training As Central Task™} 


Branch 


[Text] In 1987, the quality of the training of the Special 
Operations Branch’s Group M13 was average. The life 
and the meals of the troops were fraught with difficulties 
and, as a result, there were many disciplinary infractions 
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which adversely affected the relations and solidarity of 
the soldiers and state organizations in the localities 
where troops were stationed. 


To overcome this, the group's leadership cadres, on 
entering the 1988 training year, focused on gaining 
experience and providing in-depth, comprehensive guid- 
ance on all of the unit's operations. The outstanding 
feature was that it changed the disciplinary situation and 
life, and from this created conditions for improving the 
quality of training. This was manifested through such 
results as 100 percent of the branch's technical subjects 
meeting requirements with 66 percent of the require- 
ments good and 25 percent excellent. The 

examined eight subjects, three of which were excellent 
and five good. One hundred percent of the branch's 
tactical subjects were in the good category. Command 
and staff exercises with regular troops at the regimental 
level under confined conditions, for short periods, with 
simultaneous assault on many different types cf targets 
and with specific fighting methods different on all types 
of complex terrain were high in quality. In unit training, 
there was greater linkage between training combat abil- 
ities and discipline. Consequently, army discipline and 
troop discipline improved markedly. In 1987, the per- 
centage of disciplianry infractions was 5.8 percent. In 
1988, it was only 1.5 percent which created confidence in 
the party, in the local administration, and in the people 
at places where troops are stationed. 


In examining and evaluating 1988 training the group 
established cight competitive points on the training 
effort, the highest for comparing with units directly 
subordinate to the branch. “By managing training and 
managing techr..ques closely and stringently, and in 
strict lodedaene oath with stipulated orders, training quality 
will be good, discipline will be strict, life will be 
improved, etc.” Hoang Minh Tho, the group com- 
mander, concluded thusly. Indeed, virtually all the man- 
agement and command cadres realize that, but turning 
realization into real action no unit could achieve. To 
change the unit situation and boost the quality of train- 
ing the group has changed its style of command and 
training plans. 


Concerning planning and training operations, the group 
has changed on the basis of sticking close to reality. 
Although the plan is formed in two phases, practice in 
training is continuous. The first 4 months are concen- 
trated on handling basic, essential techniques and a part 
of the tactical subjects, and training cadres. Afterwards, 
training specializes in the work of each battalion for a 
month, some battalions training, some doing productive 
labor, working on the drill ground, or repairing the 
practice field for the training subjects to follow. The 
training plan has established requirements that are tai- 
lored to each training phase. Phase one concentrates on 
technical training in individual and small detachment 
tactics. Phase two concentrates on company- and battal- 
ion-level tactical training, examination and drill, and 
conducting training to improve on cach weak aspect that 





already trained in, organized review for a definite penod 
for each subject and lesson, and were examined and 
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group in team, prong and unit formations, cach soldier 
has the concept of the special charactenstics of special 


In addition, last year the group coordinated main mea- 
sures such as: building. strengthening and fully in :prov- 
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operation. Currently, the branch must organize 
training for more than 30 different kinds of machines, 
each one supporting only from 5 to 10 students during an 
hour of practice. Thus, if the class is 40 students, 5 to 10 
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are also very ern network of lecture rooms for training which last year 


for training. Gasoline and oil, concentrated moncy on building and perfecting a mod- 
vehicles, 
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1989, the signal branch's ‘raring organization 
improved many measures in the effort to ensu.e the 

¢, but we feel that it must be very rational to 
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motor vehicles from traveling far and to conserve gaso- 
line and oil. At the beginning of the training season the 
branch will organizae a symposium on ensuring material 
for training. The command will specifically divide up the 
work for organizations along with the training organiza- 
tion to ensure training material for the troops. Obvi- 
ously, to completely overcome the difficulties in ensur- 
ing the training material base there must be the upper 
echelon’s guidance and organization for accomplish- 
ment. 


ECONOMIC 


Soviet Locomotive Factory Delegation Visits 
BK0104 132089 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0500 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] A delegation of the Soviet locomotive factory 
(Kalbaki) visited Vietnam on the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of our railways sector's use of locomotives 
manufactured by the (Kalbaki) factory. 


Over the past 20 years, the (Kalbaki) factory has pro- 
vided 297 locomotives bearing model numbers T-5E and 
T-7E to Vietnam railways. These light locomotives are 
suitable for rail service during war, and they are now 
used to tow light passenger trains. 


On this occasion, Comrade (Marotski), the factory direc- 
tor, presented the Vinh locomotive enterprise and the 
general railway department with one 170-HP rail car 
equipped with upholstered chairs, ventilation fans, and 
air-conditioning, which suits the organization of tourist 
convoys. This is the product of socialist labor of cadres 
and workers in the (Kalbaki) factory. 


French, German Companies To Build Hotels in 
Hanoi 


42090176b Hanoi NHAN DAN in Vietnamese 
8 Feb 89 p 4 


{Article by Vien Du: “Pullman and Crystal Companies 
Cooperate with the Hanoi Tourist Corporation”] 


[Text] After studying the banking situation, prices, the 
communications and transportation situation, and the 
number of tourists arriving in Hanoi, the Pullman Com- 
pany of France and the Crystal Company of West 
Germany reached an agreement with the Hanoi Tourist 
Corporation on building hotels in the capital. The initial 
documents on these cooperative projects were signed in 
Hanoi. 


The Pullman International Hotel Company is headquar- 
tered in Paris. It operates large hotels in 30 countries 
throughout the world. Together with the Hanoi Tourist 
Corporation, it will build a hotel named the “Pullman- 
Unification-Metropol” on the site of the old Unification 
Hotel. In cooperation with the General Battery Factory, 
the Tourist Corporation will put up 70 percent of the 
capital; the Pullman Company will put up 30 percent. 


VIETNAM 


The profits will be distributed based on these percent- 
ages. If the Tourist Corporation lacks capital, the Pull- 
man Company will act as guarantor so that the corpora- 
tion can borrow additional funds from European banks. 


This construction project consists of two phases. One is 
to restore and expand the old hotel from 94 to 109 
rooms. This three-story building has an area of 3,500 
square meters. The second is to expand the hotel by 
increasing the number of floors to seven. This will 
provide an additional 250 rooms. The hotel will have a 
swimming pool, a steam bath, tennis courts, an interna- 
tional telecommunications system, large conference 
rooms, and the capability to host international confer- 
ences. The Pullman Company will provide all the mod- 
ern equipment needed to operate the hotel. With this 
material base, the Pullman-Unification-Metropol Hotel 
will meet the standards of a five-star hotel. While waiting 
for the State Investment Commission to grant permis- 
sion so that construction can get underway in June 1989, 
Mr Jacques Hecbe, the deputy managing director of the 
Pullman Company, who stayed at the French Embassy in 
Vietnam, took [foreign] specialists to see models of the 
hotel and discuss transporting materials and equipment 
to the construction worksite. 


The Crystal Center Property Company Ltd of West 
Germany and the Hanoi Tourist Corporation have dis- 
cussed building a new | 4-story hotel on the site of the old 
Hoan Kiem Hotel at a cost of $15 million. The Crystal 
Company will put up 90 percent of the capital in foreign 
currency, materials, and equipment. Vietnam will put up 
10 percent by allowing them to use the land and provid- 
ing services. The profits will be shared based on the 
above percentages. The conference rooms, restaurants, 
and other hotel facilities will be equipped by the Crystal 
Company. This hotel will meet the standards of a three- 
star hotel. This project will get underway in June 1989 
and will be completed in about 18 months. During that 
period, a number of management cadres and other hotel 
personnel will be sent abroad for additional training. The 
remaining personnel will also receive additional special 
training here. 


The Pullman and Crystal companies hope that Han. 
will soon have an office with the capabilities and author- 
ity to enable foreign companies to rely on documents in 
Vietnamese that have been translated into other lan- 


guages. 
French Foreign Trade Center Meets on Vietnam 
Trade 


42090172E Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 21 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article: “French Foreign Trade Center Introduces 
Capabilities for Economic Exchange and Cooperation 
With Vietnam”] 


[Text] The French Foreign Trade Center (CFCE) 
recently held a meeting to introduce capabilities for 
economic exchange and cooperation with Vietnam. 
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The meeting was presided over by the CFCE General 
Director, with the participation of Mr. F. Misophe, a 
former Minister and chairman of the Asian Financial 
Corporation (SOFINASIA), Mr. Lyon, economic and 
commercial attache at the French Embassy in Hanoi, 
and representatives of the French Foreign Trade Insur- 
ance Corporation (COFACE). More than 300 represen- 
tatives of about 200 French banks, corporations, and 
Organs attended the meeting. 


In convening the meeting, Mr. Misophe expressed plea- 
sure over the large number of people in attendance. He 
said that it is necessary to pay attention to Vietnam 
because the Vietnamese people are a special people, 
Vietnam has many natural resources, and it occupies an 
important strategic position. 


Mr. Misophe discussed the economic situation in Viet- 
nam and asserted that in 1989 Vietnam would continue 
to prepare conditions so that in 1990 it can attract more 
foreign investment capital. He emphasized that with 
regard to investment Vietnam is regarded as a newer 
nation than the other nations in the region and appealed 
for French business circles to pay more attention to that 
future market because if they are “slow footed” they may 
run up against fierce competition form the other coun- 
tries, including the new industrial countries in the 


region. 


Finnish R Surveys Economic Reform 
Impact on 

36170062 Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 
5, 8 Mar 89 


[Article by Mikko Eronen: “Perestroyka Forgot About 
Uncle Ho”; first paragraph is HELSINGIN SANOMAT 
introduction] 


[5 Mar, pp B1-B2] 


[Text] Hanoi/Ho Chi Minh, HS—Vietnam’s economic 
reformers now long for a mixed economy and foreign 
capital. In the North poverty is common, in the South it 
is now easier to go into business and get rich. 


Uncle Ho, Vietnam’s Ho Chi Minh, the father of his 
country, looks down, forgotten, from his concrete ped- 
estal on how a new spirit of private enterprise is flour- 
ishing in Can Tho, in the Mekong Delta region. Thou- 
sands of Vietnamese thronged the street along the river 
bank, which had been turned into a shopping mall full of 
stands. Everything was for sale: vegetables, rice, French 
medicines, Kodak film, New Year’s wish trees, dried 
octopus, Japanese beer, French champagne... 


Everyone who can sells something, and small boats come 
in from the other side of the Mekong to unload more and 
more new goods and new buyers onto the docks floating 
in the river. 


Vietnam’s perestroyka, doi moi, is gathering momentum. 


VIETNAM 


“We've put an end to the straitjacket economy,” Dr 
Nguyen Xuan Oanh assured us in Ho Chi Minh City, 
formerly Saigon. “The centrally managed economy has 
been transformed into a market economy.” 


Oanh is a Harvard-trained economist, born in former 
South Vietnam. He was even prime minister of South 
Vietnam—once for 5 days and a second time for 20 days. 


Within a couple of years’ time, Vietnam has changed 
into a burgeoning paradise for small merchants and 
private enterprise. This is particularly evident in the 
South, where the trading tradition was only interrupted 
for a few years following the reunification of Vietnam in 
1975. In the North, the paradise is still wrapped in a 
gray-green, rain-soaked cloak of gloomy poverty and 
daily toil and drudgery. There is no foundation left in the 
North on which to build the economic and social reform 
program the Communist Party approved and launched 
more than 2 years ago. Decades of war and socialism 
managed to destroy it. 


Another economist, Le Dang Doanh, who defended his 
doctoral thesis at the University of Dresden in East 
Germany, explained to us that following a foreign model 
of socialism led them astray in the North. 


Doanh was sitting in his reception room in Hanoi, the 
capital of Vietnam. “Excluding a private economy led to 
an extreme shortage of many goods and services.” 


Whereas in the North they are just trying to get a 
primitive, basic change into motion, in the South they 
are already looking for the easiest way to get capital from 
abroad to develop a mixed economy. 


Oanh and Doanh—the former acquired his economic 
training in the West, the latter in a socialist country—are 
economic advisers to the Vietnamese Government. They 
are both key planners of the economic reform and the 
most outspoken critics of the old system. 


South Warming Up, North Opening Its Eyes 


The new economic activity is above all noticeable in the 
South. Hanoi, too, has become more lively in the past 
couple of years, although not necessarily any brighter 
than a dirty green, as some foreigners who have lived 
there for years claim. 


There are privately run shops along several streets, and 
small private industry ventures are cropping up here and 
there. Dimly lit with primitive oil lamps, small cafes 
open on the shadows of the deciduous trees lining the 
dark boulevards in the evening. The atmosphere is 
probably roughly the same as it was in Bangkok years 
ago, before the days of mass tourism. Many goods are 
smuggled in from Thailand. 
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In Da Nang, the large former American support-base 
city, small new restaurants and private shops crop up 
every week. In Hue, the old imperial capital, people live 
somewhat on the fringes of the mainstream, as in a 
sleepy provincial town. Nothing is sold in the shops, and 
the same is true even in the couple of privately run 
restaurants, not to mention the state-run hotel. The 
dilapidation is striking; there is no contrast between rich 


and poor. 


In the largest towns, state enterprises are being converted 
to operate according to capitalist business principles, 
individuals set up joint ventures with the state, and the 
old economic model is being shed like dead skin. Several 
plant managers, especially in the North, are of the 
opinion that managerial jobs are at present risky ones. 
Unsuccessful managers are sent flying into the ranks of 
the former managers. 


Family businesses have survived throughout the whole 
process in both the South and the North, although they 
were heavily taxed during the socialist period. But, since 
the end of the year, families have been able to establish 
bigger private enterprises because they can hire as much 
outside labor as they want. 


Clothing factory manager Nguyen Song Thi Cong of 
Hanoi said: “We have a family business. We turned it 
into a private company on 7 January since we are now 
allowed to expand. We now have 280 employeees, only 
30 of whom are members of the family. It’s easy to find 
workers because many people are unemployed.” Accord- 
ing to economist Doanh’s estimate, the unemployment 
rate is from 15 to 18 percent. 


The owners of the clothing factory requested of us: 
“Write that we want to collaborate with foreign firms. 
We sorely need foreign capital.”” We heard these words 
dozens of times later from all the Vietnamese company 
managers we met, both privately employed and those 
paid by the state. 


Thong Nhat, or the Reunification Bicycle Factory, man- 
ager Nguyen Tan Nhi repeated this in Hanoi and cursed 
the factory’s 30-year-old machines. At this state-run 
factory they actually still produce bicycles almost com- 
pletely by hand; there are, for example, no welding 
robots. A third of Vietnam’s bicycles are already being 
built in privately operated bicycle workshops. Work- 
shops are visible in all the cities and in the villages as 
well. 


The Thong Nhat Bicycle Factory is an example of a 
relatively successful state company. It manufactures a 
product the demand for which is certain; after all, half of 
Vietnam gets around on bicycles. The factory is an 
excellent example of a lighter industry that has come to 
be an important one since they have been able to realize 
a change of direction for the economy. 


VIETNAM 


“We have made a lot of mistakes with our economy,” Dr 
Doanh admitted. ““The mistakes were structural. We laid 
emphasis on heavy industry. There were not even the 
most rudimentary chances of success. Our investments 
had little effect; the money was invested in projects that 
were too big. Now our money is tied up in them. We 
don’t have enough money for other investments.” 


Because of the uncertainty of obtaining energy and 
outdated machines in poor shape, Vietnamese industry 
is Operating at roughly only half of its capacity. 


Bui Tin, the assistant chief editor of the party organ 
NHAN DAN, is one of Vietnam’s most vociferous and 
most-read critics. ““We are in an initial phase of devel- 
opment. Development is slow because we are only begin- 
ning to industrialize, the birth rate is 2.3 percent, and the 
war destroyed most of our factories.” 


Bui Tin is famous, since he happened to arrive at the 
president’s residence in Saigon on 30 April, when Pres- 
ident and General Duong Van Minh decided to surren- 
der after the collapse of [South Vietnam’s] defense. Bui 
Tin was the highest-ranking North Vietnamese Army 
soldier on the spot at the time; he was a colonel and also 
a war correspondent. 


In his opinion, there is an immense credibility gap 
between the party and the people. “To overcome this, we 
must reform the whole system, open ourselves to foreign 
countries, advance toward real democracy. We won the 
war, a fact, but we've lost the battle for national unity.” 


In his opinion, the Vietnamese went and lay down on the 
bed of victory that the American imperialists had made 
for them. “We thought we were capable of just anything 
at all since we had beaten the mightiest nation in the 
world. We believed that all roads would be open to us 
after unification. We believed that the South’s industrial 
foundation was very firm, that the Mekong Delta could 
produce food for the whole country. 


“That was our first mistake and our first setback. After 
that, there was the clash with China. Then the Cambo- 
dian conflict. Our Army was bigger than it was when we 
were fighting the Americans, and the defense budget was 
too burdensome. 


“By 1985 our economic situation had become almost 
unbearable. Living conditions became harsher and there 
began to be a shortage of food. The inflation rate zoomed 
to 1,000 percent a year, and wages remained 
unchanged.” 


The Vietnamese Communist Party, at a special party 
congress in December 1986, decided—in part under 
Soviet pressure—to start to change the economic system. 
They tried to get it to be more flexible and to encourage 
a spirit of private enterprise. They began to trim the 
bureaucracy and increasingly directed investments 
toward the consumer goods industry, agriculture, and 








JPRS-SEA-89-016 
20 April 1989 


the export industry. Rigid socialism had to be aban- 
doned because “Vietnam's realities are incompatible 
with the socialist model,” Dr Doanh said. 


At the same time, they began to display a new openness 
and willingness to provide the public with information in 
most boisterous press of the lot—for example, the Soviet 
press. 


Bui Tin was promoted to assistant chief editor of the 
party organ immediately after the party congress. 


“Now there are critical articles in the press. We must 
have the courage to report the truth in the press: the fact 
that our national per capita income is very low, only 
$150-160 a year. In Thailand it's about $900, in Malay- 
sia $2,000, and in Hong Kong and Singapore $3,500. 
The press must force things to be set in motion. We must 
accept the truth about our society, even though not 

wants to hear it.” The average national income 
| eae in the census was about $180 a year in 
1988. 


Also elected party leader in December 1986, Nguyen 
Van Linh insisted on a more open and critical press. He 
even wrote articles himself, on the basis of which corrupt 
party officials were expelled by the dozen. 


But in mid-February of this year, Linh seemed to have 
reversed himself. He announced that the press is overly 
occupied with criticism and that it does not report 
anything having to do with the achievements of the 
society. “This undermines people's confidence in the 
party and the government,” he maintained. 


On the other hand, Vietnamese officials are themselves 
now saying that they do not want to copy anyone, not 
even the reform policies of other socialist countries. 


Ordinary People Still Live Frugally 


Vietnamese living conditions are indeed slowly improv- 
ing. Ordinary people make ends meet with ever greater 
difficulty because every year the food situation is at the 
mercy of the weather, and inflation eats away at the 
value of the currency. They do not get enough rice for 
everybody. Inflation sees to it that the cost of living goes 
up, although many people in both the South and the 
North still have gold stashed away in a sock for a rainy 
day. 


The dong, the Vietnamese currency unit, has been weak- 
ened so much that small-denomination bills have disap- 
peared completely. A couple of years ago the largest bill 
was worth 100 dong. When you went to the store, you 
had to take along a sack full of paper currency. Last year 
the first 5,000-dong bills from an East German banknote 
print shop went into circulation. 


in the South, closely follows fluctuations in the 
of gold. At the start of the year, the tourist rate was 
dong to the dollar; on the black market it averaged 
The economists are trying to convince the deci- 
sionmakers not to artificially maintain the value of 
Vietnamese currency; rather, it should be allowed to seek 
its own real value. 


In Ho Chi Minh City, a manual laborer is happy to get a 
bow! of Chinese soup in a street restaurant for a day's 


earnings in rice and other commodities. 


The practice of holding several jobs means that during 
one’s normal working hours—generally for the state— 
one works at half capacity to save one’s energy for jobs 
number 2 and 3. 


Nguyen Viet Hong, a manufacturer of flashlights in Ho 
Chi Minh City, tried to rattle off a comparative wage 
evolution for his employees, but he, too, realized that it 
was problematic because of inflation. 


He did, however, come up with a comparison that 
indicated that the workers in his privately run factory 
did very well in the wage contest: In 1985 a worker got 
about 80 kg of rice for a month's wage, in 1987 he got 
about 150 kg, and, at current monthly wages, he aver- 
aged 300 kg. The price of rice has remained the same; the 
state subsidizes it. 


This wage comparison clearly shows that every Vietnam- 
ese’s basic subsistence is tied to what the rice field 
produces. Businessmen call for foreign capital in chorus 
and draw up plans for the establishment of the greatest 
diversity of factories and business ventures, but realists 
patiently remind them that Vietnam is an agricultural 
country and will continue to be one. 


[8 Mar, p 31] 


[Text] Can Tho, Vietnam—Rice self-sufficiency is an 
obsession with Vietnam's politicians. The experts rec- 
ommend that the country switch to other food crops. 


The people of Vietnam live off the land and on the land. 
Eighty percent of the population live in the villages. 
Agriculture accounts for 70 percent of the national 
economy. The agricultural crop that is by far the most 
cultivated is rice, but there is not enough for everyone. 


“But if we go on farming as we do now, we'll never have 
enough rice to feed every Vietnamese. Striving for self- 
sufficiency in rice is an obsession with our political 
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Prof Vo Tong Xuan is convinced of the truth of his 
claim. The claim is based on people's experiences that he 
collected in the combat support zone in the Mekong 
Delta and on comparisons with other Southeast Asian 
countries. Xuan is the assistant rector of Can Tho 
University, which specializes in agricultural problems. 


Under Xuan’s direction, the South's agricultural experts 
are creating new kinds of alternative cultivation models 
for farmers and are trying to demonstrate to political 


There are four arguments in favor of rice cultivation: It 
iS a tradition; it is simple because of the climate, the 
ee oe = ae ee ae, Oe, oe 


Xuan said: “In my opinion, there are two reasons for the 
of rice. The first is that it is used for food and 

drink and as fodder, and the second is that up to now we 

have had insuperable difficulties in distributing it.” 


Some Rice Flows Down People's Throats 


The comparative example of Indonesia is revealing. In 
Indonesia 200 kg of rice a year per capita are produced. 
There are 100 million tons in emergency reserves. Viet- 
nam produces from 240 to 260 kg of rice a year per 
capita, but there is not enough rice for emergency 
reserves. In Indonesia the animals are fed with cheap 
imported fodder and, instead of drinking rice wine there, 
they drink a molasses-based alcoholic beverage. 


“Some Vietnamese rice is used to make wine and some 
for cattle feed. Rice wine is important to the Vietnamese 
farmer. Without it he won't work. If you don’t drink with 
the village elder when you visit the village, he won't agree 
to cooperate with you. If he doesn't agree to cooperate 
with you, it’s pointless to try to get new ideas through to 
the tarmers.” 


Because of the state pricing policy, using rice for fodder 
is Cheaper than other alternatives, just as is the case with 
bread in the Soviet Union. 


The stockpiling and distribution of rice from the rice- 
producing areas to consumers is inefficient. There is not 
a single satisfactory storage facility in the entire Mekong 
Delta where they could set aside even part of the delta’s 
surpluses. Forty-six percent of all of Vietnam's rice is 
produced in the Mekong Delta. 


In principle, there ought to be enough rice to meet the 
needs of the entire population, only the transport system 
does not work smoothly. There are not enough trucks, 
the roads running from the South to the North are in 
terrible shape, bridges are lacking, there is only one 


listen to Professor Xuan's ideas as carly as in the late 
1970's. Now he and his family carn about 10 million 
dong, or roughly 28,000 markkas, a year, calculated on 
the basis of the tourist rate of exchange for the dong. 
Vietnam's per capita national product is only 780 mark 
kas a year. 


The key to Mr Vinh's prosperity is that, in addition to 


income. His own family cats mainly nce. Dr 
Xuan and others of the same mind are trying to 
farmers to realize that it pays to reduce the 
used to grow rice and begin to cultivate, for example, soy 
beans, corn, cacao, coconut palms, jute, or mong beans. 


Vinh said that he was now growing coconut palms, 
cacao, coffee, and peppers, in addition to rice. He uses 
Xuan’s method—that is, the above-mentioned crops are 
grown on the edges of raised beds built up with the mud 
surrounding the rice field. An irrigation canal a couple of 
meters wide is dug between them and the rice field in 
which fish and shrimp are, in addition, raised. Paths are 
built up with the mud that is thrown up when the canals 
are dug. All of this fits into an area of half a hectare. 


As is the custom in South Vietnam, there is a big house 
in the middie of the farm. It is made of bricks. Even in 
the 35-degree heat of February and March, the house 
= fica es ceases 


Vinh works his farm mainly with the help of his wife. 
Their seven children are away from home, working for 
the state. 


There are two pythons in a cage in the backyard. They 
are Vinh's hobby. He used to keep pythons to raise young 
pythons. He sold the young to other farmers as rat killers. 
Vinh no longer dares to allow his own pythons to move 
about freely because then they would no longer cat 
chicken risotto in the Vinh family. Two professional cats 
now keep the mice and rats under control. 


They Work the Land With Muscle Power in the North 


The Mekong River Delta is a very fertile region, and 
almost anything grows in its tropical climate. Under 
optimal conditions, they can get three harvests a year if 
the fields are planted with a special quick-growing rice. 
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In South Vietnam, farming is more mechanized than in 
the North. Tractors may be seen here and there, irriga- 
tion systems are run with pumps, and many farmers have 
their own minitractors and motorcycles. The water buf- 
falo is no longer the commonest draft animal in the 


There are fewer machines in the fields and villages in the 
North than in the South. Labor is so plentiful that 
manual cultivation is cheaper. 


Irrigation systems are generally still operated with mus- 
cle power, the water is scooped from the lower to the 
upper canal with different sorts of plastic baskets and 
boxes. The water wheel, as in Cambodia, is not used, nor 
is Archimedes’ screw, as in Egypt. The tractor is a rare 
tool. “If we go ahead and mechanize farming in the 
North, it will result in mass unemployment,” Xuan 
thought. 


Professor Xuan's methods in the South do not directly 
benefit the northern parts of Vietnam, where the climate 
is cooler in fall and winter and the land is not as fertile as 
it is in the South. But Xuan has his own formulas for the 
North as well. 


“One way of doing it would be to change the harvest 
season to a better time. The present production system is 
inefficient. In winter the air is cool and rice doesn’t like 
that. We ought to introduce a high-yield rice with a short 
growth period that can be planted slightly later than the 
present January-February, and that grows as the air gets 
warmer. The current longer-growth-period variety would 
also serve as a rainy season rice. During the winter 
season it would pay to grow potatoes, soy beans, corn, 
and vegetables. There are good markets for these in 
Siberia and Thailand, in Hong Kong and Singapore.” 


Fields Being Returned to Former Owners 


In Xuan’s opinion, new fields should no longer be 
devoted to rice. More effective use must be made of the 
present cultivated land area. “The average yield for the 
whole country is from 2.3 to 2.5 tons per hectare. We get 
from 8 to 9 tons from irrigated fields. The best farmers in 
the Mekong Delta rez two | | -ton-per-hectare harvests a 


year.” 


Collective farming has been incapable of ridding Vict- 
nam of its food problems. The rice harvest annually 
fluctuates about an average 19 million tons. No less than 
about 2! million tons would really be enough for every- 
one. 


They have decided to give land transformed into collec- 
tive farms and “redistributed” land back to farmers so 
that it can be cultivated more effectively than at present. 
In the South, former South Vietnam, there were land- 
owning small farmers left over from the old days. Vinh is 
one of them. 


VIETNAM 


“Land restoration has proceeded slowly, and the prob- 
lems have been big ones since there was time enough in 
the interval to distribute some of the land to new 
owners,” Professor Xuan revealed to us. Many new 
owners are retired or soon-to-be-retired state employees 
for whom a small farm is the only real pension. They 
have not come up with a solution that would satisfy the 
rights of both the new and the former owners. 


Professor Xuan: “There are problems in those places 
where the land was collectivized before the country's 
reunification. It's easier in those places where ownership 
changed hands only during the second half of the past 
decade. | would estimate that maybe 60 percent of the 
farmers in the South will get their former land back. 
Their number is considerably lower in the North.” 


The problems involved in the restoration of the fields 
reflect the internal struggles of Vietnam's top leaders and 
huge administration in carrying out the whole doi moi— 
perestroyka. The traditions of the old agricultural society 
create their own conflicts; there is not enough money for 
essential investments, there are no fertilizer plants. 


There are problems on top of problems. The new Vict- 
nam will have to struggle for a long time to come in order 
for everyone to have a full bowl of rice at dinnertime. 


Finland To Give More Aid To Pha Rung Shipyard 
BK 1204030289 Hanoi VNA in English 
1508 GMT 11 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April |11—An agreement on the 
Finnish Government's continued aid to Pha Rung ship- 
yard in the port city of Haiphong was signed here 
yesterday by Vietnamese Vice Minister of Transport and 
Communications Tran Van Lu and Finnish ambas- 
sadress to Vietnam Elizabeth Tigerstedt-Tahtila. 


This is the third time the Finnish Government has 
rendered aid to this project, which is aimed at consoli- 
dating its material foundations and stepping up its 
personnel training in the 1989-91 period. In October 
1978 an agreement on Finnish Government's gratuitous 
aid to Vietnam for the construction of the Pha Rung was 


signed. 


Joint Formed With Australia 
42090171E Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 17 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by “Q.V.”: “The Viet An Cooperative, the First 
Collective Economic Unit To Enter Into Joint Produc- 
tion With a Foreign Country”) 


[Text] Yesterday, 16 February, the jointly operated 
VIANCO [Viet An Cooperative] enterprise, which spe- 
cializes in the production of processed food and season- 
ings for export, began operatiors. 
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VIANCO was formed with capital of 300,000 U.S. 
dollars, of which the China Vico-Co Corporation (Aus- 
tralia) invested 200,000 dollars. The Viet An Curry 
Production Cooperative invested 100,000 dollars (the 
value of its existing plant, machinery, circulating capital, 
etc.). It was the first collective economic unit in the city’s 
small industry-handicrafts sector to be authonzed by the 
Ministry of Foreign Economic Affairs to form a joint 
operation with a foreign country, for an initial period of 
operation of 15 years. At present, the enterprise is using 
the capital invested to buy new machinery and equip- 
ment in order to increase production and improve the 
quality of various kinds of seasoning powders and pro- 
cessed foods for export. The enterprise is obligated to 
pay income taxes equal to 20 percent of its profits. The 
China Vico-Co Corporation may transfer profits abroad 
at the rate of 10 percent the first year and 5 percent per 
year thereafter, of the profits that may be sent abroad. 
The trade office of the VIANCO Joint Enterprise is 
located at No. 455/58C Nguyen Trai Street, Precinct 5. 


Documents Signed on UN Aid Projects 
BK3 103053589 Hanoi VNA in English 
1450 GMT 30 Mar 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA March 30—A signing ceremony for 
two UNDP [United Nations Development Program]- 
funded promcts, seed certification and variety evalua- 
tion and beef research and development, was held here 
on March 27. 


Signatories to the project documents were Nguyen Minh 

Vietnamse vice-minister of agriculture and food 
industry, S.1. Takhariev, representative of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) in Hanoi, and W. Tem- 
ple, deputy resident representative of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 


Contributions of UNDP and the Vietnamese govern- 
ment to the projects will be respectively U.S. dollars 
1,870,230 and Vietnam dong 636,192,000. 


The objectives of the projects include the establishment 
of the regional stations for varietal evaluation of rice, 
maize, soybean and peanuts, and two central seed testing 
laboratories in Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh City. 


Vo Van Kiet Meets With Foreign Businessmen To 
Discuss Investment 

42090176a Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 31 Jan 89 p 1 


[Text] In Hanoi on 28 January, Vo Van Kiet, the Ist vice 
chairman of the Council of Ministers, welcomed a group 
of Japanese, Hong Kong, and Canadian businessmen. 
Among these were the chairmen and directors of the 
Hiloosen, Hiuga, Kozu Tax Accountant corporations, 
the Punai Investment Research Institute (Japan), the 
International Aviation Technology Corporation (Can- 
ada), and Santis Enterprises (Hong Kong). Vo Van Kiet 
hailed the results of the work done by these businessmen 
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in conjunction with Vietnamese economic units. It is 
hoped that the draft plans signed and discussed will be 
implemented. The government of Vietnam is very inter- 
ested in this and will create the necessary conditions to 
enable foreign corporations, including both medium- 
sized and small corporations, to do business with Viet- 
namese coporations and economic units. It 1s hoped that 
these businessmen will encourage other foreign corpora- 
tions to study the possibility of doing buisness in Viet- 
nam. He wished them success in doing business in 
Vietnam. 


On behalf of the businessmen, the director of Santis 
Enterprises promised to work actively in order to imple- 
ment the draft plans that have been signed. 


Prior to that, these businessmen had chekced business 
conditions and negotiated with the Vung Tau-Con Dao 
(VIECO) Tourist Corporation, a number of export cor- 
porations in Ho Chi Minh City and Hanoi, the Ministry 
of Light Industry, and the Vietnam Civil Aviation Gen- 
eral Department. 


Twenty-Six Foreign Firms Have Offices 
42090172D Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 21 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by “T.Q.T.”: “Twenty-Six Foreign and Overseas 
Vietnamese Corporations Open Representative Offices 
in Vietnam”) 


[Text] To date, a total of 26 foreign corporations have 
been permitted to open representative offices in Viet- 
nam. There are three Indian corporations: PEC (Project 
and Equipment of India Lid.), CIMMCO, and MEEL 
(Matcon Export Enterprises Lid.). There are four French 
corporations: Rhone-Poulene, Ipitrade, Sanofi, and 
Spie-Batignolles. There are two Australian corporations: 
Independent Seafood and Lobana. There is one Singa- 
pore corporation: Marisco. There are two West German 
corporations: OAC and ASICO (owned by overseas 
Vietnamese). There are four Canadian overseas ‘ iet- 
namese corporations: Vinamedic Canada, Laser C-xpress, 
QT Express, and Cathray International. There is one 
Hong Kong corporation: Shunshang. There are eight 
Japanese corporations: the Japanese-Vietnamese Trade 
Association, Nisshe Iwai, Itoman, Sanshin, Mutsumi, 
Velk, Shinwa, and Seiho. Finally, there are representa- 
tive offices of the overseas Vietnamese corporations in 
France. According to the Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry branch in Ho Chi Minh City, many other 
foreign corporations are requesting permission to open 
representative offices in Vietnam to facilitate liaison, 
trade, and cooperation in investment, commerce, and 


production. 
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Equipment Installed at Superphosphate Plant 
42090172B Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 19 Feb 89 p | 


[Article by “D.C.”: “At Long Thanh Superphosphate 
Plant Construction Site, Installation of Equipment of 
One of Two Main Departments Begins”} 


[Text] The levelling of the construction site began at the 
beginning of the second quarter of 1988. Now, after only 
about a year of construction, the workers at the Long 
Thanh superphosphate plant construction site in Dong 
Nai Province have begun to install hundreds of tons of 
equipment of all kinds, most of it bulky equipment for 
the sulfuric acid production department, one of the two 
main departments involved in producing phosphate. 


Within a short period of time, hundreds of workers of 
the Chemical Construction Corporation of the Chemi- 
cals General Department, the principal construction 
unit, removed nearly 20,000 cubic meters of earth and 
rock in levelling the construction site and building a 
foundation, poured more than 2,800 cubic meters of 
reinforced concrete, and completed the construction of 
materials and raw materials warehouses with a total area 
of 3,000 square meters and a sulfuric acid production 
control building with an electronically guided system. At 
present, while installing the acid department machinery 
the corporation's workers have begun to pour concrete to 
form the main pillars of the superphosphate processing 
department. 


The Long Thanh superphosphate plant, which is being 
constructed with internal capital of the Chemicals Gen- 
eral Department, the western and eastern provinces, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, and the Municipal Industrial 
Service, will have a capacity of 100,000 tons of phos- 


phate a year. 


Use of State Bank Payment Checks To Be 


Suspended ies 
42090172A Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 18 Feb 89 p | 


[Article by “N.D.”: “After | March 1989 Use of Pay- 
ment Checks in Provinces and Nationally Will Stop”) 


[Text] Two years ago the State Bank instituted a type of 
check to make payments nationwide. The use of that 
type of check has given rise to many complications and 
caused chaos and the loss of large amounts of state 
capital. Many units have issued excessive numbers of 
checks and expropriated tens of billions of dong of state 
capital. The phenomenon of lost checks is quite wide- 
spread. Many difficulties have been encountered in 
preventing bad people from taking advantage of the 
checks to obtain state materials and goods. A consider- 
able number of establishments and localities have lost 
property or capital in one form or another 
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Therefore, the State Bank has decided to amend a 
number of points of the regulations regarding payment 
by check in general. The use of checks to make payments 
in provinces and nationally will be temporarily sus- 
pended as of | March 1989. Payment checks will be used 
only to transfer funds among the units which have 
accounts at the bank, and will not be used to obtain cash. 
From now on, the economic units of the different 
economic components throughout the nation may only 
use three kinds of checks—funds transfer, certified, and 
standard checks—to make payments. 


In addition to the use of those three types of checks, the 
local banks may also use money transfer checks to 
promptly meet the payment needs of their customers. 
They may use the old forms of checks with the words 
“funds transfer” stamped on them before they are sold to 
customers, to distinguish them from checks issued before 
1 March 1989. 


Third Turbine Generator Operational Tri An 
BK 1304083989 Hanoi VNA in English 
0705 GMT 13 Apr 89 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April |13—The third turbine genera- 
tor of the Tri An Hydroelectric Power Plant began 
generating electricity into the national grid at | 237 hours 
on April 10 after 72 hours of trial run. 


Its stationary capacity is 100 megawatts. 


The four-turbine plant, built on the Dong Nai River 80 
km northeast of Ho Chi Minh City with Soviet assis- 
tance, is expected to be fully operational later this year 
with an output of 1.7 million kwh. 


Marine Sector Fails To Attract Foreign 
Investment 

42090176¢ Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 11 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by D.C.: “Because the Investment Law Has Not 
Been Made Specific, the Municipal Marine Products 
Sector Has Missed Opportunities To Attract Foreign 
Investment”) 


[Text] The Municipal Marine Products Sector revealed 
that in 1988, 60 groups of foreign businessmen and 
overseas Vie*namese from Laos, Czechoslovakia, Cuba, 
France, Australia, Taiwan, Japan, Thailand, South 
Korea, Hong Kong, and Singapore came to discuss 
investing in the construction of a number of projects and 
Carrying On joint operations in a number of spheres. 
Preliminary discussions were held on a number of coop- 
erative investment projects, and there are hopes that 
these can be implemented. Such projects include the 
construction of shipyards, canned goods processing 
plants, shrimp and fish food plants, and industrial 
shrimp raising farms and the construction of the Nha Be 
fishing port. However, because the state has not yet 
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concretized the Investment Law, the Municipal Marine 
Products Sector has missed many opportunities to 
engage in cooperative ventures with foreign business- 
men. It is expected that only about 10 percent of the joint 
investment proposals will be implemented this year. 


Saigon Port Purchases Equipment To Upgrade 
Capabilities 


42090176d Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 11 Feb 89 p | 


{Article by C.T.: “Saigon Port Purchases Much Equip- 
ment in Order To Upgrade Stevedorirg Capabilities”] 


[Text] For 1989, Saigon Port has agreed to handle 
3,000,000 tons of cargo, an average of 10,000 tons a day. 


In order to fulfill this plan, the port is concentrating its 
capital and bonuses earned for loading and unloading 
ships quickly on purchasing 10 fork lifts, 5 wheeled 
cranes, 35 scoops, and 2 cleaning vehicles and building a 
motor boat to transport workers. Besides that, it is also 
installing two KIROP cranes, building a 60 meter MM3- 
Ko bridge, constructing a container area, and building a 
repair shop to repair 400-ton barges. The objective is to 
gradually synchronize the production chain, increase 
labor productivity, and improve the lives of the cadres, 
workers, and civil servants. 


Nai Rubber T Down, Latex 
Dong rees Chopped 


42090167a Hanoi QUAN DOI NHAN DAN in 
Vietnamese 26 Jan 89 p 3 


{Article by Xuan Minh: “Rubber Forest in Dong Nai 
Being Chopped to the Ground, Latex Being Stolen at 
Alarming Level”) 


[Text] Rubber forests in the Dong Nai Rubber Corpora- 
tion, which sprawl over the six districts of Xuan Loc, 
Xuyen Moc, Thong Nhat, Long Thanh, Tan Phu and 
Chau Thanh with a total area of 53,000 hectares com- 
prised of 17 state farms engaged in the rubber business, 
produced 21,739 tons of dry latex in 1988, completing 
the state plan early. 


Embarking on the 1989 production task, a newly-occur- 
ring difficulty directly affecting the state farms’ produc- 
tion task is that many rubber forests are being chopped 
to the ground by farmers in the surrounding localities 
and instances of theft of latex are occurring steadiiy at a 
distressing level. 


According to reports from the Dong Nai Rubber Corpo- 
ration’s Inspection and Protection Section, there were 
219 cases of rubber trees being chopped down to make 
firewood and land being taken over to make gardens in 
the state farms of the corporation in 1988. This situation 
continues to occur repeatedly in January 1989, with 
nearly 20 cases of encroachment on the rubber forests in 
the Binh Ba, Xa Bang, Binh Son, and Thai diep Thanh 
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state farms. Acts of destruction and land takeover by the 
farmers usually consist of them letting buffaloes and 
cattle into young rubber gardens to break the trees and 
eat the rubber leaves, or chopping down rubber trees for 
firewood. Afterwards, they weed and prepare the soil for 
planting coffee and black pepper which then become 
gardens. 


Seeking to find out why farmers around the rubber forest 
area take over land to make gardens we learned that 
almost all of the rubber forest soil is good soil. After 
working coffee and black pepper gardens for 2 years, one 
can harvest up to 2 million measures from a cong (1,000 
square meters). On the other hand, it is because recently, 
with the Political Bureau's resolution 10 and directive 47 
expanding the right to use land, farmers are carrying 
frustrations about the land from before when state farm 
projects took their land without satisfactorily resolving 
suits brought agains the state farms. When these suits 
were not promptly settled, it gave rise to negative acts— 
secking ways to chop down and take over the rubber 
forest land. There have even been places where, due to 
the agitation of negative clements of farmers, many 
people have been gathered together and plans have been 
organized to gradually chop down and encroach upon 
the rubber forests, and take over land. In some places 
farmers have seen state farm land lie fallow for long 
periods and have sought ways to take it over to make 
slash-burn upland fields. 


Consequently, the “assault” on the land of the rubber 
forest by the farmers in Dong Nai is occurring in 
virtually all the state farms. Typical is the area of the Ong 
Ep bridge of the Binh Ba State Farm where a number of 
farmers from Ngai Giao Village, Chau Thanh District 
destroyed 29 hectares of land to build homes, make 
subsidiary food crop gardens, and grow black pepper. 
When we arrived at this sector we learned there were 79 
farmer households who had taken over and were living 
on the state farm's land. 


A number of farmers in the Xa Bang State Farm have let 
buffaloes and cattle destroy and have chopped down 
rubber many times in rubber forests belonging to plots 
327, 328 and 329 in order to take over the state farm's 
land. 


At the Hang Gon State Farm, hundreds of rubber trees 
are usually chopped down cach night. In the span of | 
month the state farm lost 220 rubber trees, sustaining 
damages of more than 10 million dong. 


In the Trang Bom State Farm, rubber tree garden no | 
was taken over and chopped down by 20 households of 
farmers. The Hoa Binh State Farm also lost 60 hectares 
of land growing rubber with estimated damages up to 22 


millon dong. 


Alongside the destruction and takeover of the rubber 
forest land, the theft of latex is also widespread in many 
places. Because organizing management of rubber forest 
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areas is encountering many difficulties because it is so 
vast, many thieves, taking advantage of nighttime when 
the rubber workers are not working in the forest, move in 
to steal thick latex (latex, flowing from and clinging 
around the tree, is the source of rubber) or cut the trunk 
of the tree to take the milky latex. They can usually steal 
from 10 to 20 kilograms of latex a night. Nguyen Thanh 
Chau, deputy director of the Dong Nai Rubber Corpo- 
ration, told us: 


“The loss of latex in the rubber state farms belonging to 
the Dong Nai Rubber Corporation is approximately 10 
tons each day. The state farms have caught i 478 cases of 
latex theft, but it still goes on.” 


Stolen latex 1s bought and sold through secret collection 


duction facilities in Ho Chi Minh City where it goes for 
2,500 dong a kilogram. 


State Farm, Director Tran Van An stated: 


“The latex thieves specifically researched the procedures 
for protecting and extracting the latex in the state farm. 
Then they took advantage of favorable opportunities to 
cut the bark of the rubber tree so it streamed with latex. 
Each night on the average they cut the bark of 100 rubber 
trees causing them to become diseased. The state farm 
had to treat the trees with medication, and they could 
only be tapped again after several months.” 


There are many times when rubber state farms in Dong 
Nai are in dire straits because of a shortage of bowls for 
catching the latex since the thieves smash them after 


a 
; 
2 
a 
| 


becoming serious, demanding that the rubber industry 
coordinate with localities and departmenis having pur- 
view to promptly put an end to this negative situation. 


To combat instances of latex thefi, the most important 
measure 1s to immediately manage at the root and tightly 
organize the people's security network in the villages and 
hamiets around the rubber area. Recent experience indi- 


their illegal activities and combat the buying and selling 
of latex which is spreading over the free market and 
encouraging the theft of latex to grow 
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Value of Exports increased in 1988 
42090172C Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 19 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by “T.Q.”: “Total Value of Exports Increased in 
— Volume of Goods Requiring Reprocessing Was 


ext] According to data of the Ministry of External 

ic Affairs, in 1988 the national export index was 

100.07 percent, an increase of 18.17 percent over the 
1987 level. Exports outside the socialist bloc accounted 
for 43.89 of the total. In 1988 the total value of exports 


VITEXCO To Make Additional Investment 
42090172F Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 22 Feb 89 


[Article by “V.H.L.“: “VITEXCO: 500,000 Dollars 
Additional Investment in 1989"} 


ext) After nearly a year of operation, the VITEXCO 


The VITEXCO Enterprise was the first unit of the 


yo gy Ag ge ee 
foreign country. Its initial invesiment capital 
amounted to $300,000. 


Petroleum Imports To Increase 
420901714 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 14 Feb 89 p 1 


— “In 1989 POL General Department Will Import 
Million Tons of POL, the Most Ever™] 


[Text] In 1989 the POL [Petroleum Oil and Lubricants] 
General Department (Ministry of Materials) received a 
plan to receive and unload 3 million tons of imported 
POL, an increase of 10 percent over last year. 
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This year the General Department will unify the POL 
business, from importing to selling to consumers, and 
will elilminate the unnecessary middlemen. In January 
of this year the General received 300,000 
tons of POL at the ports of Hai Phong, Quang Ninh, Da 
Nang, Quy Nhon, Nha Trang, and Nha Be. 


Chemist Wins Contract To Extract Paraffin 
42090171B Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 15 Feb 89 p | 


[Article by “T.Q.": “Bidding To Research Separating 
Paraffin From Oil Residue of Saigon Petro”) 


[Text] About half of the residue of the city’s mini- 
refinery (during the stage in which the boiling point is 
350 degrees Centigrade or higher) consists of paraffin. 
Paraffin is very valuable (500 U.S. dollars per ton). If the 
paraffin is not removed and the residue is used as fuel 
oil, it will have less value (90 U.S. dollars a ton). 
Furthermore, the oil will easily solidify because it con- 
tains paraffin. 


In July 1988 the Municipal Scientific-Technical Com- 
mission announced bidding to research methods to sep- 
arate paraffin from the residue of the city’s mini-re- 
finery, in order to increase its utilization value. Four 
scientists with the Ho Chi Minh City Chemistry Insti- 
tute, the Transportation Technology Department, the 

t Board of the Tuy Ha Petrochemical 
Project, and the By dmg installation (Precinct | 1) 
participated in the ng by submitting research pro- 
posals. On 11 February ary 1909 he Counal of Bumniion, 
made up of a number of scientists in the city and chaired 
by Dr. Ho Si Thoang, listened to the scientists, who took 
turns presenting their research proposals. The result was 
the selection of the propos! of } ‘guyen Dan, M.A.., of the 
Ho Chi Minh City Chemistry Intitute, who achieved the 
highest score (54.75). After the proposal is suppple- 
mented, the Municipal Scientific- Technical Commission 
will sign a contract with its author so that it can be 
carned out. 


Nguyen Van Linh Visits Private Hanoi Firms 
42090171C Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 16 Feb 89 p | 


[Article by “N.D.": “General Secretary Nguyen Van 
Linh Visits Two Private Firms - Hanoi: Don't Be 
Afraid of Becoming as Long as You Pay 
Taxes Fully and Pay Fair $ to Workers” ] 


(Text] At the beginning of this year General Secretary 
Nguyen Van Linh visited the Binh Thuan production 
team and the BEMEX economic installation in Hanoi. 


The Binh Thuan team is a unit that was formed by many 
private individuals, who contributed about 100 taels of 
gold in capital, and specializes in printing dsigns on silk 
for export. Its annual output is 150,000 to 200,000 
meters. 











a a a a If the problem is too 
difficult it should seek the opinion of the Government 
and the Secretariat. We must enable the economic com- 


ponents to grow even more strongly.” 


Commercial Bank Earns Profit 
171D Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
in Vietnamese 17 Feb 89 p 1 


[Article by “L.T.T.”: “In More Than a Year of Opera- 
Industrial-Commercial Bank Earns Profit 


tion, Saigon 
Equivalent 10 307 Taels of Gold”) 


a In | year and 4 months of operation, the Munic- 
ipal _Industrial-Commercial Bank (a stock company) 
increased its operating capital from 650 million dong to 
27 billion dong. Eighty percent of its capital is lent to 
develop production. 


— 


On 15 February, during a shareholders’ mecting, the 
Industnal-Commercial Bank made public the results of 
its activity the past year: a profit of 2.92 b" 

2 million dong were paid in 


1501 Gilden dong wore dionribund to charcholde , 
average, a share dividend of 20 percent a month), and 
1.067 billion dong were deposited in funds. In terms of 
results in Comparison to its initial capital, the bank has 
maintained its capital (in terms of gold at the present 


Ho Chi Minh City's With UNDP 
42090170 Ho Chi Minh City SAIGON GIAI PHONG in 
Vietnamese 19 Feb 89 pp 1, 2 


[Text] In 1976 Vietnam began to participate in the 
“United Nations Development (UNDP). 
Three fiscal periods—1977-1981, 1982-1986, and 1987- 
1991—have passed or begun since then. But not until the 
end of 1984 did the Council of Ministers allow Ho Chi 
Minh City to draft cooperative projects with the UNDP 
for consideration for inclusion in the second and third 
fiscal periods. That afforded a good opportunity for our 
City to assimilate modern scientific-technical advances 
from abroad in order to carry out the economic-social 
programs of the city and the nation. In this sphere of 
internatioal cooperation, what have been the initial 
successes and what have been the shortcomings and 


problems? 
Racing Against Time 


Ho Chi Minh City began to know UNDP about 7 years 
after a number of other provinces and cities. At the end 
of 1984, because it was informed late, the city had only 
a very short period of time in which to draft proposals 
and do the necessary paperwork so that they could be 
submitted for approval by the Council of Ministers in 
time. Racing against time, within a period of only 10 
days the Municipal Scientific-Technical Commission— 


tors completed a detailed proposal and justification. The 
Municipal People’s Committee approved 16 of the total 
of 22 proposals. 


At the beginning of 1985, a municipal cadre delegation 
went to Hanoi to present the proposals. After that it 
participated in many work sessions with the Council of 
Ministers organs and the delegations of UNDP, UNIDO 
(International Agricultural Organization), and FAO 
(International Food and Agriculture Organization). The 
interested parties also carefully reviewed the goals and 
“ontents of the proposals, the investment captial of the 

‘NDP and the municipality, the capabilities of the 

dres involved in each of the projects, etc. Many 
.frational details and many clauses that were not specific 
were supplemented and perfected. After the Council of 
Ministers gave its approval, in mid-1986 the UNDP 
headquarters in New York officially approved cight of 











egetable 
room Project (VIE/85/011) was completed and they 


became the first of the city’s projects to be signed 
The “green light” was given those two projects to 


The UNDP will invest about 547,000 US. dollars in the 
vegetable project between 1987 and 1989. We have 


tance. 


In carrying out the mushroom project, some of our 
scientific-technical cadres went to study and do research 
ey Italy, Thailand, etc., and UNDP equipment 
worth 51,000 U.S. dollars was sent to the city. Good 
results have been attained in the experimental growing of 
quickly maturing agaric mushrooms, in growing straw 
mushrooms outdoors, using the new mushroom vaneties 


latex project was not carried out by the right specialists, 
so the proposal had to be redone, at a cost of about 
50,000 U.S. dollars! If the inviting of specialists is to be 
carned out well, there must be close cooperation 
between our state organs and the UNDP, UNIDO. and 
FAO organizations. 


Writers Elements in 
Journalists, Major Pushing 


36500066 Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER in Swedish 
5, 7 Mar 89 


[Article by Per Allan Olsson: “Art and Journalism Head 
up the Struggle in Post-Settlement Vietnam™] 


[5 Mar 89 p 4] 


[Text] The winds of change are blowing in Victnam. 
Today, the struggle for freedom champions personal 
suffering. Criticism is aimed at the collective ideal which 
for decades has made the individual invisible. The 
accusations sinke without mercy at those in power who 
have professed their adherence to the ideal and simulta- 
neously exempted themselves. And the most cager critics 
are found in art and ism, states journalist Per 
Allan Olsson in the first of a senes of reports from 
Vietnam under “doi moi”—glasnost and perestroyka in 
Vietnamese. 


The recorded message from Hanoi's postal building calls 
out at 6 am: “The people of the Socialist Republic of 
Vietnam greet the new day,” goes the text, the country's 
national anthem. Sometimes | am awakened even earlier 
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between the environment of the privileged and Hanoi's 
poorest quarters. The final words are Karl Marx's: “Only 
an animal turns its back on human suffering in order to 
save its own skin.” 
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found in the South as well as in the North. In a short time 
TUOI TRE, “The Daily Paper of the Y “in Ho Chi 
Minh City has become one of the largest. By taking for 


In Hanos LAO DONG—the trade union newspaper— 
and VAN NGHE (“Literature and Art”) are among the 
advance guard. the latter associated with the Vietnamese 


damper on his rampage, but that so far he has survived 
with the support of “half of the Writers’ Guild and one of 
Van Linh’s extended arms in the Politburo.” But he does 


‘not feel safe in his sea’. 


“Like a Soviet colleague who visited me recently, | say: 
Every time | sign the proof sheet, | believe it is the last 
one.” 


In receni years many high officials have been subjected 
to disclosures of corruption and “improper benefits.” 
Editor .n chief Xuaw Cang at LAO DONG lists them for 
me: one was a director of the Rubber Company. others 
were heads within the energy and metals sectors. One 
minister had traded raw materials for capital goods for 
his own consumption: one Toyota, one video set. 


Corruption 


But the story that marks the definite breakthrough of the 
new journalism 1s about Thanh Hoa. a province south of 
Hanoi with 3 million inhabitants, often suffering from 
starvation. 
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“Worst of all,” says Nguyn Ngoc, “were not the failed 
crops but the power pyramid, which for a decade had 
promoted its own business activity and totally ignored 
the suffering of the people.” 


It took 2 years, 100 articles and 14 delegations dis- 
patched from Hanoi before the entire truth was uncov- 
ered. And yet another 6 months before the one princi- 
pally responsible—the party secretary, as well as 
Politburo member, of the province—could be deposed. 


What finally opened the government's eyes was a literary 
version of this government boss rule, published in VAN 
NGHE in January 1987. 


“The article made people all over Vietnam indignant,” 
Nguyen Ngoc says. “All the newspapers in the country 
reprinted it.” 


To be on the safe side, his colleague Xuan Cang has also 
treated the new journalism in novel form. An actual 
event, not unlike the one about the province, forms the 
basis for the action. The book appeared last year: 20,000 
copies were sold. As for many other novels in Vietnam it 
was not the lack of readers but of paper that put a limit 
to the edition. 


Demands for Freedom of the Press 


How “free” can a newspaper become under a socialist 
monopoly? The question is academic to the Vietnamese 
newspapermen. The struggle for democratic freedoms 
and rights under the red umbrella demands their all. 
Suddently there are a thousand problems that it is 
possible do something about. Suddenly there is a public 
which has discovered a tool and which is hungry for 
information and explanations. 


Nevertheless, Nguyen Ngoc replies to my question about 
“freedom:” 


“We are fighting for total freedom. But remember that it 
is not given by anyone, not under any system. It must be 
self-acquired.” 


Among the demands are new legislation. This is stressed 
primarily at “The Newspaper of the Young” in Ho Chi 
Minh City. As at its colleague SAIGON GIAI PHONG 
(“The Liberated Saigon”), one suffers from the special 
limitations that apply to the provincial press: not being 
allowed to comment freely on foreign policy (which is 
sometimes violated) and not being allowed to dissemi- 
nate the newspaper abroad. 


“We want to reach Vietnamese in exile,” says editor in 
chief Tran Ngoc Chau. “Foreign newspaper agencies 
have already contacted us. It seemed absurd to say no 
thanks.” 
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During the days I am visiting the newspapers in Vietnam 
the editorial work is characterized by an—easily recog- 
nized—journalistic excitement. Two domestic policy 
events of extraordinary significance have just taken 
place; both give the journalists hope which they want to 
express to me. 


First and foremost it involves the Trade Union Congress 
(Vietnam’s equivalent to the LO [Swedish Federation of 
Trade Unions}; LAO DONG describes it as a turning 
point for the union and the people. Suddenly, all party 
rhetoric was banned here; the leadership’s written mem- 
oranda were discarded. The members spontaneously 
told the party leaders how bad things are. The 
demands—extremely concrete, Xuan Cang empha- 
sizes—dealt with justice, true democracy and politics 
favoring quality and achievements. 


“For the first time the congress voted down the govern- 
ment’s proposals for chairman a7d elected its own man. 
The union, Xuan Cang, is no longer the government's 
tool.” 


The second event that drew a great deal of attention is a 
meeting between the Patriotic Front—a cooperation 
organ for party, union, the women’s movement and 
other special interest groups. Here, an inflammatory 
speech against oppression of highly educated people was 
delivered to an extent not previously heard. The starting 
point for the criticism was the successful separation of 
Siamese twins at a hospital in Ho Chi Minh City— 
carried out by a surgeon trained in the United States, 
who had been an officer on the Southern side and who 
had been in a reeducation camp. 


“The surgeon’s success illuminated the defeat in egali- 
tarian policy,” Nguyen Ngoc says. In speech after speech 
the participants distanced themselves from the brain- 
washing and persecution that had caused knowledge to 
wither—or leave Vietnam. 


The new wind blowing in the trade union and Patriotic 
Front are immediately spread by the newspapers in the 
North as well as the South. In the “Newspaper of the 
Young” it is said that this is the most hopeful sign in a 
very long time. 


In the Vietnam that is undergoing adjustment a large 
part of contemporary art has sided with radical journal- 
ism; in plays and films I see the principal topics of 
criticism defined over and over again—and intensified. 


At the Workers’ Theater in Hanoi the party boss’s gang 
kicks over newspaper placards with names such as VAN 
NGHE and LAO DONG. Then the gang assaults a 
journalist and steals an entire edition with the revealing 
article: With fabricated evidence the boss has gotten an 
inconvenient official imprisoned for anticommunism. 


“Where is the law,” cries the clown in the piece. “They 
can do anything.” 











JPRS-SEA-89-016 
20 April 1989 


But the strength of the play is the portrayal of how the 
official’s “guilt” affects his family; how in one blow the 
children and the mother lose all the goals of their 
existence, all sense of community with the surrounding 
world and each other. 


The subject is a tumor in the Vietnamese social body, 
sentences of guilt for people with a “different” story. 


The final images of the documentary film “A Decent 
Story” target a different malady: An old man invites the 
cameraman’s home to show him his only capital, the 
medals he earned in the war against the French and the 
Americans. In the next sequence the man resumes his 
place in society—on the edge of the sidewalk with his 
bicycle pump and his repair bag. 


The heroes of yesterday have been poorly rewarded in 
peacetime Vietnam. Like their U.S. opponents, they 
have had a hard time adjusting. Here, they are also 
forgotten and destitute. 


The artists of Vietnam have evidently decided not to 
ignore any aspect of the suffering. The victims are given 
faces; abuse of power and collective hypocrisy appear in 
all their scandalous realism. 


“The errors must be acknowledged and fully investi- 
gated,” says Nguyen Ngoc. “We must be very courageous 
in order not to lose socialism.” 


[7 Mar 89 p 4] 
[Text] Now One Writes ‘I’ Instead of ‘We’ 


Before 1975, Vietnamese literature was a part of the 
Marxist power drive. After the liberation the ties to the 
party became a hollow phrase, and it was not long before 
artists began to challenge the party's cultural line. With 
the political thaw, it has now become easier for artists to 
seek new paths, writes Per Allan Olsson in his second 
article on culture in Vietnam. 


When the young Vietnamese woman Pham Thi Hoai 
first submitted her manuscript “Novel No 1,” she met 
with no understanding from the reviewers of the pub- 
lishing house. Hoai violated all traditions: Her story 
about a woman who fell in love 10 times and was 
disappointed 10 times flowed from a single conscious- 
ness, without being halted by commas or periods. 


It is Nguyen Khai, a Ho Chi Minh City author and vice 
chairman of the Authors’ Guild of Vietnam, who is 
telling me about Hoai. The fact that her book is now 
going to be printed, nevertheless, is a victory for literary 
openness. 


“Hoai’s text lacks the clear ‘events’ which we have 
become used to in prose. Instead, the subject grows 
strong from the beauty and rhythm of the language: the 
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isolation of woman and a legacy which prevents under- 
standing between men and women. Hoai shows how we 
are still suffering under Confucianism, which assigns the 
sexes different roles in a severe hierarchy.” 


Nguyen Van Thiep is another new author who also 
expands our consciousness, in a literary as well as human 
way, Khai explains. “A phenomenal debut book,” he 
says about the 38-year-old teacher’s “Twelve Short 
Stories,” which was published last year. 


In the one most praised, “A Retired General,” the main 
character finds civilian life meaningless. Instead, he goes 
to find the younger comrades who are fighting the 
Chinese in the North (the reprisal attack for the invasion 
into Cambodia). The general allows himself to be drawn 
into the fighting and is killed. 


“Thiep attacks the sense of eliteness which has followed 
the big victories,” Khai says. “The hero ideal repre- 
sented by the general is pure suicide for a nation at 
peace.” 


Limits Are Tested 


Books such as Hoai’s and Thiep’s today test the limits of 
literature in Vietnam, primarily within the Authors’ 
Guild. Here there is still a group that likes to speak about 
the useful function of literature—its “contribution to the 
social development”—and which prefers more reformist 
narrative. A literature that examines mistakes and social 
problems without turning completely against the old 
ideals. 


Conflicts between reformists and radicals contributed to 
the moving of the guild’s 1988 congress. Now that it is 
about to be held, interest is greater than ever before; 450 
authors have announced their participation so far. 


The choice of new chairman will reflect which attitude 
has been victorious. Two from the radical faction who 
have been proposed are Nguyen Khai and one of Viet- 
nam’s most respected poets, Bang Viet from Hanoi. Both 
of them prefer to see literature go its own way, liberated 
from its service in the party. 


Resistance Poems 


The history of Vietnam—including the literary one— 
makes it clear that such a liberation cannot take place 
without pain. Anything else would be absurd. Like 
everything else, the poetry has been marked by the 
suffering of the people during a hundred years of foreign 
terror. 


From the time the French began their aggressive colo- 
nialism around 1860 until the liberation in 1975, the 
literature reflects every aspect of these hardships, every 
phase of the struggle. The ultimate goal of the poetry has 
been one with that of the people: liberation from the 
invaders, independence. 
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The beauty and strength of this poetry is undisputed in 
Vietnam. It has no socialist mechanical flavor, it is not 
burdened by slogans; its principal theme is the resistance 
which emanates from people’s hearts and the love of the 
Vietnamese landscape. 


This poetry—and to a lesser extent the prose—is largely 
unknown abroad and untranslated. Nguyen Khac Vien’s 
history of literature with an accompanying anthology 
(published in English by Red River, Hanoi) is a good 
introduction, however. 


Before 1975, literature was an organic part of the Marx- 
ist power drive, from which it got much of its quality. 
After the liberation its ties to the party became hollow 
and programmatic. When To Huu—the principal poet of 
the liberation struggle—wrote in the 1960's that “poetry 
and the party are doomed to eternal love,” he could 
scarcely have understood how the absence of war would 
complicate this relationship. 


Challenges 


Pham Thi Hoai and Nguyen Van Thiep are only the 
most recent shoots on the tree planted in the open by 
authors such as Nguyen Khai, Le Luu, Ma Van Khang, 
and Nguyen Manh Tuan. Their challenges to the party’s 
cultural line were begun long before the thaw was offi- 
cially sanctioned at the 1986 party congress. 


Nguyen Manh Tuan’s debut novel “The Distance” was 
definitely ahead of its time in 1980. In it Tuan writes 
about a family in which the father is a communist 
revolutionary, the mother from the bourgeois South. The 
family carries within it the contradictions—cultural and 
ideological—which could not be bridged with socialist, 
egalitarian thinking. The book was banned in a number 
of provinces, where it was also openly discussed whether 
or not the author should be prosecuted. 


Tuan, 44 years old, began his author’s career by depict- 
ing the harsh conditions of the mineworkers in the Hon 
Gai province—work he himself did in the 1970's. Today, 
he is one of Vietnam’s most read authors. 


Political Mistakes 


The novel “The Mangrove Island,” which came out in 
1984, like no other book sums up the political mistakes 
after the liberation. The island which is located in the 
Mekong river delta was evacuated during the war. In 
Tuan’s book its inhabitants return in order to build a 
socialist community: the peasant soldiers who now hold 
the power, soldiers from the Thieu side, people who have 
become rich from the war and those who have lost 
everything. 


The leadership employs increasingly harsh methods in 
order to meet the collective goals: Membership in the 
cooperative takes place under threat, a militia forces the 
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farmers to deliver a rice quota to the state, a highly 
educated woman who wants to introduce advanced 
agricultural technology is labeled a capitalist. 


Finally, the party leadership also tears down the bridge 
to the mainland in order to be allowed to work in peace. 
The allegory about an isolated Vietnam is complete. 


Today, “The Mangrove Island” has sold 160,000 cop- 
ies—the most read contemporary novel in Vietnam by 
far. 


Tuan and many with him put faces to the oppression in 
peacetime. Others among the authors of the 1980's 
choose to return to the war in order to describe the 
person’s entire experience of the fighting. And in order 
to provide rehabilitation to groups whose sacrifices and 
suffering were previously rejected as literary motifs and 
called “pessimism.” 


The Battle for Hue 


Two “incidents of war’ more than any others represent 
the location for these narratives. One is the Ho Chi Minh 
trail—the communists’ network of transportation roads 
through the jungle toward the south—the other the battle 
of Hue during the Tet offensive in January 1969. The 
latter was the most concentrated and bloody conflict of 
the war, when thousands of civilians were also killed by 
their countrymen in uniform. A slaughter, of which the 
Americans have one-sidedly accused the communist 
army. 


In a thick double volume, “Hue, in the Red Season of the 
Peaches,” Xuan Thieu of Hanoi, who was a soldier in the 
Vietminh and later a war correspondent, has given his 
version of the battle. 


“What was so terrible was that both sides simultaneously 
decided to undertake maximum deployment,” he says. 
“When these build-ups collided, an unbridled cruelty 
was released. When we had caught suspected collabora- 
tors and were suddenly surrounded by the enemy, there 
was no choice other than killing them. Guilty or not, the 
battle for Hue ¢,ovided no choice for reflection.” 


Thieu is even less interested in which side murdered the 
most civilians in Hue; the book is primarily a memorial 
to the innocent victims. As such, it constitutes a part of 
the extensive literary treatment of the bitterest Vietnam- 
ese memory of the war. 


Xuan Thieu was also a war correspondent along the Ho 
Chi Minh trail. Today he is one of many who have 
written about the thousands of young women—volun- 
teers—who repaired the roads after the bombings. “The 
Legend of the Elves,” published in 1987, is a tribute to 
these women who devoted their best years to the war and 
the jungle. 
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The Fate of the Volunteers 


Author Ho Anh Thai, only 28 years old, was destined to 
the even more painful fate that awaited the volunteers 
after the liberation. Prematurely aged, the majority of 
the women did not succeed in acquiring either a husband 
or children—in general a catastrophic situation in Viet- 
namese society. These women can be counted by the tens 
of thousands today. 


Ho Anh Thai is not alone among young authors in 
portraying the traumas of the older generation. Many 
work urgently at understanding the spiritual deforma- 
tion which has affected their parents—caused by war or 
political mistakes. Such a “ghost out of the past™ which 
has now been brought forward is the land reform of the 
fifties, when a fixed quota of “landed proprietors” in 
each province was classified as pariah, lost their land 
and—in an unknown number of cases—their lives. 


Glasnost 


In the light of doi moi—Vietnam’s glasnost and pere- 
stroyka—it is not just the contemporary role of literature 
that is being debated. Now, a reevaluation of works that 
had been classified as decadent and anticommunist is 
also taking place. And a rehabilitation of authors who got 
to feel the party whip. 


Poet Bang Viet tells me about Nhan Van Giai Phang (the 
Humanist-Literary Movement), a group of authors who 
in the fifties and sixties sought an open debate about 
socialism—and whose fate until now has been unknown 
outside Vietnam. In its own periodical the group criti- 
cized precisely the inhuman components of the land 
reform. About 40 authors were expelled from the 
Authors’ Guild, and many were given prison terms. 


“Today the outrages have been fully admitted,” says 
Bang Viet. “They are once more members of the guild 
and the publishing houses have managed to find their 
works.” 


Romanticism Back 


In that same spirit Hanoi’s publishers have now gone 
exploring among the romantic aut*ors of the 1930's—a 
young generation which in K.hac Viens’ literary history is 
classed as escapist and petit-bourgeois. They were the 
first who revolted against classical demands for form and 
the oppression of private feelings by the feudal society. 


Poetry and prose from this short-lived “belle epoque™ 
are now being disseminated by the Literary Publishing 
House in Hanoi. A novelist from that epoch, Vu Trung 
Phuong, was previously repudiated for his “naturalistic 
voluptuousness.” Today, his works have been published 
in 10 volumes—and are a favorite subject at literary 
seminars. 
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When Bang Vict explains that now he can finally say “I” 
instead of “we,” it is a quote from the romantic penod. 
But one difference is decisive: Today the “I” expresses 
not only private feeling, but a struggle for democratic 
culture. 


“It is time,” says Bang Viet, “to separate the ‘church 
from the state.” 


Family Planning C 
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[Article by Dr. Pho Duc Nhuan, Institute for the Protec- 
tion of Mothers and Newborn Babies: “Family Planning 
Campaign at Present Time, Things To Be Done Imme- 
diately: Promote P Education Among the 
People. Avoid Pressure, Use Many Individually Suitable 
Methods”] 


[Text] The campaign to achieve family ¢‘3nning in our 
country has been carried out by the state since 1963, a 
quarter of a century. Nevertheless, through many ups 
and downs to the present time, the results have still not 
met the requirement of reducing the annual population 
growth raic. At the beginning of the 80's, the Resolution 
of the Fourth Party Congress set forth a population 
growth rate norm of 1.7 percent by 1986. However, the 
Sixth Congress also issued that norm for 1990. Actually, 
the 1987 population growth rate in our country was still 
at a high level: 2.07 percent, meaning that the population 
increases each year by 1.2 to 1.3 million people. These 
figures are equal to the population of an average prov- 
ince such as Ben Tre, Kien Giang, Cuu Long and Dong 
Thap, and are three times the present population of Lai 
Chau Province and twice as large as the populations of 
Son La, Cao Bang and Dac Lac. 


Therefore, the family planning campaign of our country 
must be promoted more than every before. 


In examining the campaign during the past several 
decades, attention should be given to the following 
issues: 


—The understanding of the people and leadership ech- 
clons 1s incomplete. 


Among the people to this time, not everyone clearly 
recognizes that population increase is a major cause of 
the poor economic situation. Not a few simply think that 
an additional one or two children per family has no 
effect on the economy of the country. However, if no 
couples had given birth to a third or more child, our 
country by 1987 could have reduced the population by 
more than 500,000 children. During 1987, the number of 
women giving birth to their third child accounted for 
43.3 percent of all births. With this number of births in 
excess of planned levels, society must be concerned 
about providing sufficient milk, sugar, grain, clothing, 
child care centers, paper, pens and schools. 
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Almost every local area has population growth ratc 
norms recorded in its basic unit resolution but methods 
on how to supervise these norms apparently receive little 
concern. Reality has also shown that in any location with 
attention from the leadership echelons, methods of pro- 


only “internally disseminated” and not propagandized 
on the radio or published by the press. 


It must be acknowledged that during the past few years, 
propaganda, education and motivation have been fur- 
ther promoted but still not in a widespread manner or 
reaching every family and every citizen. Males especially 
have not given the proper level of concern to education 
and persuasion in this campaign. 


Propaganda, education and motivation must receive 
more adequate concern and investment and be consid- 
ered the primary method for conscientious achievement 
by everyone. In fact, it has been calculated that every 
dong expended from the budget in this campaign is 
worth 100 dong spent on investment in developing the 


the past few years has still been afflicted with a forcible 
prevention nature with many localities pursuing an 
achievement obsession and often coercion and lack of 
respect for those applying birth control measures. 


—The public health sector during the past few years has 
also had many shortcomings in achievement guidance 
ing contraceptive services with 


local areas have opened “campaigns” to strongly 


trophes have had adverse effects on the campaign in a 
number of local areas, lowering the confidence of mar- 
ned couples in the voluntary application of contracep- 
tive measures. 


perception of every class of society, including the ranks 
of leadership cadres in sectors and mass organizations. 








During 1988, the assault youth forces of the entire 
country produced 5 million rubles-dollars in export 
During 1989, the Dac Nong Rubber Corporation 
(of the city’s Assault Youths) alone has signed a contract 
for export bamboo and rattan of 3 million dollars. 


During 1985, when only newly formed, the Thanh 
Huong Perfume Cooperative Team had less than a 
illion dong in capital. During 1988, the team spent 3 to 
5 million daily for advertising and in 1989, "« 
become a company and to gradually eliminate 
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people were killed by 
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calendars” in the city. “Poor calendars,” in the vernac- 
ular of the municipal resident, are actually sex calendars. 
The more sex, the “poorer” and the “poorer,” the more 
expensive, up from 7,000-10,000 to 70,000-80,000 per 
calendar. 


cinct’s name but with a size for the entire south: partic- 
ipating are 25 centrally operated, local and provincial 
units. The goods are in greater quantity and varnety than 
the Giang Vo Exposition. 


The Khan Quang Do Center (of the Youth Union 
Central Committee) holds classes to teach dancing. Each 
evening, there are four classes, from 1730 to 2130. There 
are four female instructors with an average monthly 


salary of | million dong. 


On a street selling milk, the stores run successively for 
400 to $00 meters and each store must have thousands of 
cans of milk of all kinds. 


The scale of making a living is great and so is that of 
fraud. Cases of fraud involving a few score “ingots” of 
gold are a common story. It takes hundreds or even 
thousands of “ingots” to become “well-known.” 


City residents continue to “dive” into anything they 
think is profitable. At one time, they competed with each 
other in learning the goldsmith trade. Thousands and 
tens of thousands of people attended classes. The state, 
collectives, precincts and subwards held classes. Individ- 
uals held classes. The study was not to “practice the 
trade.” It was to learn how to differentiate between 
genuine and counterfeit gold and silver. to profit through 
buying and selling or acting as an intermediary. 
Recently, a credit cooperative was opened, also aimed at 
competing for capital to engage in business. 
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The city is presently alarmed about the “tontines.” 
These are “savings and loan™ schemes in the style of the 
north. Tontines, but with an advocate who assumes the 


materials, machinery and equipment receive little atten- 
tion. Most imports pursue market consumer require- 
ments, not those of production. 


State commercial goods are few in number and are not as 
attractive or as inexpensive as foreign goods. Some are 
tens of thousands or at the least 500 to 700 dong more 
expensive. 


A great many cultural works are published. The newspa- 
pers SAIGON GIAI PHONG and TUOI TRE have 
spread throughout the country. A journalist related that 
during a propaganda and training session, the director of 
a military factory said, “The plant has subscriptions for 
45 copies of SAIGON GIAI PHONG, |7 copies of TUOI 
TRE, 7 copies of TIEN PHONG, 2 copies of QUAN 
DOI NHAN DAN and | copy of NHAN DAN. That is 
the director's standard.” Probably 20,000 to 30,000 
customer catalogs are printed. The publishing of books 
by native authors, especially those of stones and poems 
for children, is restricted to the level of distribution 
anxiety: for some books, publishers have only agreed to 
print 500 copies! 


Cultural activities are extremely nch with a great many 
points but the quality still requires additional discussion 
because they primarily pursue the needs of the viewer. 
There are a great many video tapes of every kind. A 
movie theater once mistakenly showed 10 minutes of a 
decadent tape. 


Of these things, the objective is primary while the means 
“depend upon the situation.” However, because there is 


no full inspection, such developments occur along with 
many sad stories. 


everyone prefers to eat them with his hands. Ice is placed 
in every kind of drink, the more the better. 


Traffic order in the city is stringent but nearly | million 
violations occurred during 1988. During Christmas, 


operating 
night. The city residents drive correctly on the street but 
have a habit of leaving the street for the sidewalk or of 
launching their vehicle from a building or alley into the 
street without pushing it out first. 


The city resident is not afflicted with the social ailment 
that is widespread in the capital: the occasional rising 
anger and readiness to lift chairs and knives to fight with 
each other. They also rarely speak in a more rude or 
profane manner. 


The city is very noisy and turbulent. It has size, pace, and 
efficiency. We stayed at 294 Nam Ky Khoi Nghia Street. 
Going out, we thought that building 86, located near the 
Thanh Market, was only a few minutes walk away. After 
more than a half hour of truly strenuous walking, we still 
had not seen the building. In fact, the head of the street 
is in the center of the city while the end reaches out 
almost to Tan Son Nhat airport. 


With such a large city, the problems are also large. But 
the spaciousness. It makes one dizzy; and forces one to 
work: boldly, rapidly and creatively. A great many of the 
directors working skillfully in the city are from the north. 


Recently, city students (especially from the Economic 
College) suggested that no examination be given in the 
political economic course in accordance with decisions 
of the Ministry of Higher and Vocational Education 
because the curriculum was too outmoded and even 
antiscientific. The college decided to continue the testing 
and conflict occurred. Seminars, debates, arguments, etc. 
Finally, examinations for that course were temporarily 
suspended. 


Such 1s the city. Politics are to work. Working to achieve 
efficiency, not just to “doze,” but requiring debate and 
even conflict. Conflict. Conflict and “diving” in, not to 
resist but to rise. 
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